Newsletter No. 4

March 10th, 2022

St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School is committed to the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a
central and fundamental responsibility of Catholic education.
St Dominic’s School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country.

REFLECTION
May St. Dominic’s orange tree inspire us to ensure that the branches
of our Dominican family remain rich with cultural diversity, strong in
shared vision and determined to “dare to see what is before our eyes”.

Our Shared Lenten Journey….
Dear Families,
This coming week is Catholic Education Week and the theme for 2022 is ‘The Way of the Gospel’. ‘The Way of the Gospel’
challenges each of us to find the living Christ in our midst and to respond and adapt to the following questions:
• How might our local communities of faith continue to address the call of the gospel into the future?
• How might we invite people into the fullness of the gospel of life, with a sense of vibrancy and vitality?
What does this mean for us? In our families? In our work and adult life? In our community? For our children? In our
relationships with all in our lives?
Throughout the Church Season of Lent, we walk the way of the Gospel and this is often called a ‘Lenten Journey’.
Our St. Dominic’s students are guided to reflect on their own lives, their care and respect for others, self and their
environment and are invited to grow and change. I invite our families to reflect on this Lenten Journey prayer throughout
this Lenten season which leads to the passion of Christ and His Resurrection- Easter:
Loving God, you are with us always.
Bless us as we travel on this Lenten journey.
Bless our minds so that we may think of you. Show us how to think of others.
Bless our eyes so that we may see the good things in our lives.
Bless our ears so that we may hear your word and truly live it.
Bless our hands so that we may be willing to help and support others.
Bless our feet so that we may be willing to walk in another’s shoes.
Bless our hearts so that we may know your love and show it to others.
Our Enrolment Tours have been well-attended and enrolments for 2023 have commenced. Bookings for personalised tours
can be booked by calling our office. If you have a child due to commence school in 2023 or know others looking for
Catholic Education in Camberwell, please call Andrea in our office. We are inviting families to ‘Discover the St. Dom’s
Difference’! Please read our Year 6 Leaders reflections below.
Enjoy the blessings of the long weekend,
Warm regards,
Mrs Natalie Kenny
Principal
principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH
Thurs. 10 March

Enrolment Tours

Fri. 11 March

Whole School Assembly (online)

Mon. 14 March

Public Holiday

Tues. 15 March

Student Free Day/ Staff PL day

Wed. 16 March

Enrolment Tours

Fri. 18 March

Enrolment Tours
Level Assembly- Year 3/4s
National Day of Action against Bullying & Violence

Mon. 21 March

Harmony Day (see details below)

Tues. 22 March

School Advisory Council (SAC) Meeting (7pm)

Fri. 25 March

Sacrament of Reconciliation Retreat Day

Tues. 29 March

New School Website photo shoot

Wed. 30 March

Sacrament of Reconciliation (7pm)

Thurs. 31 March

Sacrament of Reconciliation (7pm)

Website News
Our website photo shoot day has been confirmed for
Tuesday 29th March. More details soon!
In the meantime, we invite you to visit the website of
School Presence, the Melbourne-based content
creation company working with Melbourne schools to
enhance their digital presence.

https://www.schoolpresence.com.au/
Our NEW St. Dom’s website is on track to be
launched in early Term 2. We will continue to keep
you updated on the progress of our Website ‘under
construction’!

We are SunSmart Hats On!
Remember….
no hat, no play!

STUDENT WELLBEING
Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity.
It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.
We have many wonderful activities planned across the school for Harmony Day on 21 March. Children are
encouraged to wear colors or clothing that proudly showcase different multicultural heritage and traditions (
e.g. may wear the colors of The Italian Flag if they have Italian heritage).Stories, customs, language, history,
flags etc. etc. will be richly shared on this very special school day.
GEM and The Resilience Project
Strong evidence shows that practicing GEM (Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness), increases our capacity to
deal with challenges and stressors in the future. The brief Resilience Project attachment offers ideas on how
we can build GEM into our everyday life. Self care is also so important. Taking even one idea from the Self
Care Toolbox is the wish we make for you.
May all our paths be easy and our blessings many.
Jenny Levitan
Learning Diversity/Student Wellbeing

Featuring our Student Stars
Each of our fortnightly School Newsletters will feature a class, a year level or a Specialist area.
Teachers will work with their students to feature and highlight their learning and
achievements, through stories, student work and photos.

Here are our STARS

of the Week…..

Collingwood Football Session
Last Thursday the 5/6s were lucky enough to have a Q & A with 4
Collingwood players. They were Darcy Cameron, Isaac Quayner,
Brayden Mayhard and Nathan Murphy. We had some amazing and
impressive questions to ask them! The answers taught us all
something, from footy tips to family life to dealing with negative
comments. To top it off we were given a quiz which was really fun!
We had to answer the questions with hand signs! It was an
amazing experience for us all!

By Eamon, Bella and Claudia from 5/6

Prep & Year 6 Buddy Pancake Breakfast

Year 6 Buddy Breakfast & Year 6 Jumper presentation….
We are so proud of our Year 6 students! It has been a busy couple of weeks, particularly with
Interschool Sport, Enrolment Tours, School Photos, Prep Buddy breakfast, lunches and get
togethers and yesterday, sharing breakfast with their Staff Buddies. After an early morning
breakfast together, we had a very significant moment when Year 6 Rugby jumpers were
presented to each student. A few students were absent, though most were here, smiling and
proudly embracing the responsibilities and opportunities of being Year 6 leaders for 2022!

Exciting STEM news!
Our first at home family STEM challenge has come to an end!
CONGRATULATIONS to those who entered, what an amazing job you all did!
It was VERY tough to pick a winner… but drum roll… the winners are
The Marot Family AND The Buckley Family!

Both families successfully designed and constructed a Bird-toy glider!
Stay tuned next week for a new at home family STEM challenge! The next winner could be you!

YEAR 6 CAMP TO KANGAROOBIE
Our Camp Kangaroobie experience is rapidly approaching
and the teachers and students of Grades 5/6 are
becoming increasingly excited at the prospect! We are
booked in for the week of June 6-10, during which time we
will be involved in a wide variety of fascinating and
challenging activities around the working dairy farm and
the local area. The students will be housed in heated
‘dorm style’ bunk rooms and will share with both friends
and others that they may not know so well, in a
cooperative environment, which provides a priceless
learning experience.
Camp Kangaroobie is flanked by the Great Otway National
Park, Port Campbell National Park, the Southern Ocean
and the Gellibrand River.
“The 5 day camp program takes students into a myriad of
different ecosystems from changing coastal environments
with highly adapted plant and animal life, to a volcanic crater, the fragile limestone coast which is constantly
being worn away by chemical and physical weathering plus the Gellibrand River and associated ecosystems,”
explains Matt Bowker, the camp owner and former science teacher.
The food is fabulous and plentiful too, while the scenery from the camp vantage point is breathtaking. Any
wonder then that our biennial stay at Camp Kangaroobie is so keenly anticipated and has been so sorely
missed in recent years!

https://www.kangaroobie.com/

Discovering the St. Dom’s Difference!
We have had some very busy and exciting weeks at St. Dom’s! We have our professional photos
which are being displayed on real estate boards very soon (sneak peek below!) and our Year 6
Leaders have had the privilege of touring prospective families and students around our school. We
are so proud of all involved and look forward to welcoming plenty of wonderful new families to our St.
Dom’s community.
Our Year 6 ‘tour guides’ share their experiences…..
‘It was a good experience for me and we had a good time showing people around our school. We
showed them our hall, art room and Italian classroom and about all the new things we are putting in
our school too. We told them about all the opportunities we have at St. Dominic’s.” (Bella)
“I felt really excited about doing the tours. I I felt happy and grown up, like I have lots of opportunities
at this school with lots of responsibilities in Year 6.” (Ash)
“I found the school tours fun and it was a great experience. We had the responsibility to show visitors
around the school. We could talk about all the features and admirable differences of our school.”
(Penny)
“When I did my first tour, I felt like a school leader. It felt like I was older and growing up and able to
tell new people how great our school is.” (Xavier)
“It was out of my comfort zone, but I know it was a good challenge. It was fun to do.” (Tahlia)
“I felt quite privileged to do the tours and tell people about our school. I enjoyed seeing how interested
the little kids were in all the things at our school.” (Joey)

PARISH & RE NEWS
Dear Families
We are once again seeking your generous support for the Brigidine
Asylum Seeker Project.
Below are lists of items the different levels are asked to donate to.
(No `nappies`, please and we have enough of beans, tinned soup, beetroot and corn)
Could all donations please be left at the school by Monday, 28 March.
Many thanks for your ongoing support. All your donations will be greatly appreciated.
Kind regards
Vivian Dean (on behalf of the Brigidine AsylumSeeker Project.)

Level 1
Sweet and savoury
biscuits; Snacks for
school lunches;
Salt & pepper;
Spices: cinnamon, ginger

Level 2
Sugar, flour, cooking oil.
Cans of fruit and
tomatoes

Level 3
Long-life milk, tea,
coffee; Cheese, honey,
jam, noodles, Basmati
rice(1kg bag max.)

Level 4
Shampoo & conditioner;
Shaving cream and
shavers; Toothpaste;
Deodorants

All Levels: Cleaning: washing powder; dishwashing detergents and household cleaning products.
Vouchers are also really appreciated eg. for Coles, Big W, Kmart or similar stores. This allows individuals
and families the independence to buy something they really want or need.

COMMUNITY FOOTY TIPPING
Enjoy a bit of healthy competition? Want to be the winning family OR
teacher? Join our first ever St Dominic’s Community Footy Tipping
Competition!
How? Using the link below, join our competition with the password
‘stdom’ Join with your family name and keep an eye out for the school
staff too!
What? Standard tipping rules apply, have your tips in before the first
game each round. No entry fee!
When? Starting next week! First game back - Wednesday 15th of
March!
Winners? Stay tuned for prize details!
Can your family beat the teaching staff?!
Happy Tipping!
Link: https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/St_Dominics_Community_Tipping&p=stdom
Password: stdom

PFA UPDATE

*COVID UPDATES & REMINDERS*
Note: the following information was recently shared with all families via Operoo, and it is expected that Parents/Carers
have read this. Please contact our office if there are any concerns or questions.
Our school is responsible for ensuring the safety of our community, and all COVID Safe measures are in accordance with
current health directives and advice from MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools).
Parents/Carers,
The Catholic Education Commission of Victoria works closely with the Victorian Department of Education and Training
(DET) and Victorian Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), to ensure school practices reflect current
advice and support the needs of their school communities.
In order for St. Dominic’s School to ensure all risk assessment and necessary safety measures are adhered to, we ask
that all staff, families and students operate in accordance with COVID Safe measures.
Thank you to all families who are working to support the Covid Safe measures we have in place. We have had some
Covid cases over the past month, as well as several students isolating due to being a household contact. I thank our
Staff and Families for the partnership and communication which has supported those impacted, and in ensuring
students return to school safely.
Gradually, as Covid Safe measures continue and MACS School Operations Guide is changing, we will be able to invite
parents back into the school.
As of this week, we are permitted to have visitors and volunteers in our school, however they must adhere to COVID
Safe requirements – this strictly includes: vaccination, physical distancing, face mask requirements, cough etiquette,
and good hand hygiene.
Over the coming weeks, we will advise you further of the opportunities to invite parents back into school as parent
helpers, keeping in line with the Covid Safe requirements above. As communities in partnership in the education and
care of your children, we look forward to opening up to re-engage our families in as many ways as possible and as
safely as possible.

Additional Updates to the School Operations Guide:
School events
●
●

School community events are permitted (further details to follow, keeping in accordance with all Covid Safe
measures outlined above) **Further details next week**
Schools and event organisers should still apply a risk assessment and implement required risk mitigation
measures.

Face masks
●
●
●

Primary school staff will be required to always wear masks indoors (exemption from this requirement if
primary school staff are actively teaching and clear enunciation or visibility of their mouth is essential)
Masks are not compulsory for teachers and staff outdoors, however they are strongly recommended if
physical distance cannot be maintained, even outdoors.
Students in Grade 3 to Grade 6 must wear a face mask indoors, including age equivalent children

Rapid antigen testing
●
●

Free rapid antigen tests will be made available for all staff and students in Victorian schools throughout
Term 1 2022.
The Department of Education and Training will distribute rapid antigen test kits directly to schools for use
throughout Term 1 2022.

Staff/student has contracted COVID-19, completed their 7- day isolation period and is asymptomatic.
●
●
●

Staff/ students can safely return to school.
They do not need to be tested if they have been re-exposed within 30 days of ending their self isolation.
The school should confirm that the staff/student has completed their 7-day isolation period.

Staff/student with a positive RAT (probable case) who receives a negative PCR test within 48 hours after the positive
RAT.
●
●
●
●

Staff/student can end their self-isolation period.
They can safely return to school.
Recommend that they notify the school of negative PCR test result.
If staff/students are too unwell to attend school, usual leave/absence policies apply.

Required vaccinations for school staff
●
●

The Victorian Minister for Health has determined that COVID-19 vaccination is mandatory for staff who
work in schools.
All staff are required to have received three doses of a COVID-19 vaccine unless a medical exemption
applies.

Other visitors to schools (not performing work)
●
●

Service Victoria QR code check-in is not required at schools. Routine school visitor record keeping
arrangements will continue to apply.
In Victorian Catholic schools, parents, carers and other adult visitors who enter school buildings must be
able to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exemption.

*The following limited exceptions also apply:
●
●
●
●

when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be
administered by the school
when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied by
their parent/carer
when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students,
for example, to collect a completed art project, collecting a packet of rapid antigen test or similar.
Proof of vaccination can be checked by a COVID-19 digital certificate (Service Victoria app or smartphone
wallet) or printed copy of a digital certificate or immunisation history statement.

Students, staff and families arriving from overseas
●
●

There are additional requirements in place for students and families who arrive from overseas (both
returning local students and international students).
Refer to Information for overseas travellers | Coronavirus Victoria for current requirements.

Yours in partnership
Natalie Kenny - Principal

COMMUNITY NEWS

