School Bulletin No. 3

March 17th, 2022

St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School is committed to the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young
people as a central and fundamental responsibility of Catholic education.
St Dominic’s School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.

IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH
Fri. 18 March

Enrolment Tours
Level Assembly- Year 3/4s
Flood Fundraising Day (refer below)

Mon. 21 March
Harmony Day (students wear clothing which reflects their
cultural heritage

Tues. 22 March

School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg (7pm)

Fri. 25 March

Sacrament of Reconciliation Retreat Day

Tues. 29 March

New School Website photo shoot

Wed. 30 March

Sacrament of Reconciliation (7pm)

Thurs. 31 March

Sacrament of Reconciliation (7pm)

Harmony Day
Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s cultural
diversity.
It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of
belonging for everyone.
We have many wonderful activities planned across the
school for Harmony Day on 21 March. Children are
encouraged to wear colors or clothing that proudly
showcase different multicultural heritage and traditions (
e.g. may wear the colors of The Italian Flag if they have
Italian heritage).Stories, customs, language, history, flags
etc. etc. will be richly shared on this very special school
day.
May all our paths be easy and our blessings many.

Jenny Levitan
Learning Diversity/Student Wellbeing

Parent/Carers Covid Safe Update
We are now permitted to have visitors and volunteers in our school, however they must adhere to
COVID Safe requirements – this strictly includes: vaccination, physical distancing, face mask
requirements, cough etiquette, and good hand hygiene.
During Week 8 (Mon 21/3-Fri. 25/3), parents/carers (one per child only) may bring their child into
the classroom (or drop at their classroom door) between 8.45-9.00am ONLY. As these are brief visits,
Vaccination status will not be required, however will be required for future events or long term stays
and support at the school. This will be communicated when relevant. All other safety measures
above are in place and we thank you in advance for your cooperation.
We look forward to welcoming you into your child’s learning space, though for limited times at this
stage.
Over the coming weeks, we will advise you of opportunities to invite parents into classrooms as
parent helpers, keeping in line with the Covid Safe requirements above. We anticipate starting this
in Weeks 9-10, then commence more regularly in Term 2. As communities in partnership in the
education and care of your children, we look forward to re-engaging our families in as many ways as
possible and as safely as possible.

We are SunSmart Hats On!
Remember….
no hat, no play!

*COVID UPDATES & REMINDERS*
Parents/Carers,
In order for St. Dominic’s School to ensure all risk assessment and necessary safety measures are adhered to, we ask that
all staff, families and students operate in accordance with COVID Safe measures. Thank you to all families who are
working to support the Covid Safe measures we have in place. I thank our Staff and Families for the partnership and
communication which has supported those impacted, and in ensuring students return to school safely.
Our school is responsible for ensuring the safety of our community, and all COVID Safe measures are in accordance with
current health directives and advice from MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools). The Catholic Education
Commission of Victoria works closely with the Victorian Department of Education and Training (DET) and Victorian
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), to ensure school practices reflect current advice and support the
needs of their school communities.
We are now permitted to have visitors and volunteers in our school, however they must adhere to COVID Safe
requirements – this strictly includes: vaccination, physical distancing, face mask requirements, cough etiquette, and
good hand hygiene.
During Week 8 (Mon 21/3-Fri. 25/3), parents/carers (one per child only) may bring their child into the classroom (or
drop at their classroom door) between 8.45-9.00am ONLY. As these are brief visits, Vaccination status will not be
required, however will be required for future events or long term stays and support at the school. This will be
communicated when relevant. All other safety measures above are in place and we thank you in advance for your
cooperation.
We look forward to welcoming you into your child’s learning space, though for limited times at this stage.
Over the coming weeks, we will advise you of opportunities to invite parents into classrooms as parent helpers,
keeping in line with the Covid Safe requirements above. We anticipate starting this in Weeks 9-10, then commence
more regularly in Term 2. As communities in partnership in the education and care of your children, we look forward to
re-engaging our families in as many ways as possible and as safely as possible.

School events
●
●

School community events are permitted (keeping in accordance with all Covid Safe measures)
Schools and event organisers should still apply a risk assessment and implement required risk mitigation
measures.

Face masks
●
●
●

Primary school staff are required to always wear masks indoors (exemption if primary school staff are
actively teaching and clear enunciation or visibility of their mouth is essential)
Masks are not compulsory for teachers and staff outdoors, however they are strongly recommended if
physical distance cannot be maintained, even outdoors.
Students in Grade 3 to Grade 6 must wear a face mask indoors, including age equivalent children

Rapid antigen testing
●

Free rapid antigen tests will be made available for all staff and students in Victorian schools throughout
Term 1 2022.

Staff/student has contracted COVID-19, completed their 7- day isolation period and is asymptomatic.
●
●
●

Staff/ students can safely return to school.
They do not need to be tested if they have been re-exposed within 30 days of ending their self isolation.
The school should confirm that the staff/student has completed their 7-day isolation period.

Staff/student with a positive RAT (probable case) who receives a negative PCR test within 48 hours after the positive
RAT.
●
●
●
●

Staff/student can end their self-isolation period.
They can safely return to school.
Recommend that they notify the school of negative PCR test result.
If staff/students are too unwell to attend school, usual leave/absence policies apply.

Required vaccinations for school staff
●
●

COVID-19 vaccination is mandatory for staff who work in schools.
All staff are required to have received three doses of a COVID-19 vaccine unless a medical exemption
applies.

Other visitors to schools (not performing work)
●
●

Service Victoria QR code check-in is not required at schools. Routine school visitor record keeping
arrangements will continue to apply.
In Victorian Catholic schools, parents, carers and other adult visitors who enter school buildings must be
able to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exemption.

*The following limited exceptions also apply:
●
●
●
●

when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be
administered by the school
when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied by
their parent/carer
when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students,
for example, to collect a completed art project, collecting a packet of rapid antigen test or similar.
Proof of vaccination can be checked by a COVID-19 digital certificate (Service Victoria app or smartphone
wallet) or printed copy of a digital certificate or immunisation history statement.

Yours in partnership
Natalie Kenny - Principal

COMMUNITY NEWS

