
School Newsletter No. 7 Thursday 18th May, 2023
St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School is committed to the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a

central and fundamental responsibility of Catholic education.

St Dominic’s Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country.

Reflection
Risen Lord, You come to meet us in so many ways, hidden, but always present in our human encounters.
Give us eyes to see you, open our ears to hear your voice, and our hearts to recognise your presence

among the signs you give.
Amen

IMPORTANT DATES
● WSTSD- Walk Safely to School Day!- Friday 19th May (fruit supplied for children as they arrive at school 8.30-8.45am)

● Mot���’s Day Hig� Te�- Fri��� 19t� May (1.30-3.30p�)
● National eSmart Week- ‘Be Your Best Self Online’- 22-26/5
● Performing Arts African Drumming Incursion- Monday 22nd May (performance for families at 2.30pm)
● GIDSSA District Cross Country - Tuesday 23rd May
● Sunflower Kids Playgroup- Thursday 25th May- 9.00-10.30am
● Sunflower Kids Playgroup- Thursday 1st June- 9.00-10.30am
● Parent Webinar- Empowering Healthy Families (see advert below)- Thursday 1st June
● Sacrament of Eucharist Retreat Day- Friday 2nd June
● Sacrament of Eucharist Celebration- Sunday 4th June

NOTE: Our School Athletics Carnival date has changed to Thursday 8th June
We ask all families to regularly access our St. Dominic’s School Google Calendar

Lighting Their Path…. For every child
Parents & Carers,

Today, I had the privilege of attending the MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools)
Principal’s Forum, with 300 Principals and the MACS team. I look forward to sharing further
information with our parent community over the coming months, about the strategic direction of
MACS and all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne as well as how we as a community
‘Light the Path’ for each and every one of our St. Dominic’s Primary School students. What will that
mean for us in our context? How can we enrich the learning experiences and outcomes of each of
our students? How do we work together in partnership to form lives to enrich the world?
I will leave you with both the Purpose and Vision of our MACS schools:

Purpose: Forming Lives of Faith, Hope and Love in the light of Jesus Christ
Vision: Every student is inspired and enabled to flourish and enrich the world

In the context of our St. Dominic’s Primary School, these are our guiding principles and underpin our work now and as we

move and learn towards our future years. For more information, parents may visit MACS website:www.macs.vic.edu.au/
Yours in partnership, peace and good health,

Mrs Natalie Kenny - Principal
principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

https://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/community
mailto:principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
mailto:nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au


Walk Safely To School Day (WSTSD)
ACTIVE KIDS ARE HEALTHY KIDS

St. Dominic’s Primary School is taking part in National
Walk Safely to School Day,

on Friday 19 May 2023.
Walk Safely to School Day encourages positive

environmental action, better use of public transport with
reduced car-dependency and encourages parents and

carers to walk more, reducing dangerous traffic congestion
around schools.

Being active every day, including walking to school, can
help make a difference for many Australians. Whether

you’re a parent, teacher, or carer - everyone has a role to
play in helping children and young people to lead active

healthy lives.

Rem����r, Ac�i�� Kid� ar� He�l��y Kid�!
A piece of fresh fruit will be available for all

students when they arrive at school tomorrow!

The objectives of WSTSD are:

● To encourage parents and carers to walk to school with
primary school age children and reinforce safe pedestrian behaviour.

● To promote the health benefits of walking and help create regular walking habits at an early age.
● To ensure that children up to 10 years old hold an adult's hand when crossing the road.
● To help children develop the vital road-crossing skills they will need as they become mature pedestrians.
● To reduce the car dependency habits that are being created at an early age and which will be difficult to

change as children become adults.
● To promote the use of Public Transport.
● To reduce the level of air pollution created by motor vehicles.
● To reduce the level of traffic congestion.

For more information visit www.walk.com.au

2024 Enrolment Timeline
Closing date for applications

Application to include:
$100 enrolment fee for new families or

$50 enrolment fee for families with a sibling
currently enrolled at St Dominic’s

Friday, 19 May 2023

Interview Dates
(for all new Prep 2024 enrolments)

Parent/s & Child/ren Meet n Greet with
Natalie Kenny, Principal

& Fr Paul Rowse, Parish Priest

At St Dominic’s School during the
weeks of:

29th May & 5th June
(dates provided to newly enrolled families)

Prep 2024 Placement offers sent Friday, 26 May 2023

Please click here to complete an enrolment form

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

http://www.walk.com.au
https://app.enquirytracker.net/request-application/e21be35d290d4290a1a2f21ad6fd334f/tgW2nauWwg4oZf4gLNHd


Prep Gate
The ‘Prep gate’, next to our school o�ce will be closed at morning drop o� time. Prep students and their families are asked to

enter their classroom via the driveway and the garden area in the mornings.
In the afternoons, parents can enter the Prep gate and pick up their children as usual.

‘St. Dom’s Sta� ‘Wear Jeans 4 Vinnies’ Days!
St. Dom’s Staff are ‘doing their bit’ to support our Parish Vinnies Winter Appeal.

Each Friday, they are invited to ‘Wear Jeans (or something denim!) 4 Vinnies’! Staff
are donating to this cause, as well as bringing along any clothing which can be

donated to the Winter Appeal, to help out those in greatest need of warm clothing
for Winter. These will be collected by our Parish Vinnies team. In Term 3, we will be
inviting school families to do the same so that collectively, we can make a difference

to others in our community and beyond.

African Drumming Performing Arts Program
Our talented and very excited students will have
the opportunity to showcase their learning with a

performance on
Monday 22nd May, at 2.30pm in Veritas Hall.

You are all invited to attend!

Family Communication
There are a number of online platforms & apps that we use to communicate to our community…..

As from 1 May, 2023 Skoolbag moved to a new brand -
Audiri (Meaning - to be heard). Audiri is a free app
helping parents, schools and the broader community
stay connected. At St Dominic’s, we use this tool for
communicating from the school to families for alerts,
newsletters, calendars.

Parents will simply need to update their Skoolbag app.

We use Operoo to collect data that has previously been requested
in hard copy. Operoo is an electronic form system that will
automatically collate medical and emergency details which makes
this important information instantly available to authorised staff via
computers, smartphones and tablets. We also use Operoo to send
e-forms, excursion forms, permission forms etc.
**Operoo allows only one primary owner, who then shares access.

SeeSaw
SeeSaw is a communication app,
which is managed by each teacher.
They will communicate with you about
your child’s learning or sometimes
specific messages for your class.

Whats App
Class Parent Representatives set up a class only
group to communicate to parents information
directly relating to the class.

St. Dom’s Social media-
watch this space! St. Dominic’s Primary SchoolWebsite

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

https://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/


Edstart Communication
St Dominic’s Primary School has partnered with specialist provider, Edstart, to make managing school
fee payments easier and provide more flexibility to families. Thank you to the 96 families who have
opened an Edstart account. All school fee payments are now paid through Edstart so it is important

that all families at the school have an active Edstart account.
We ask that all families who have not yet created an Edstart account to do so by visiting

https://edstart.com.au/sdcamberwelleast. There are no credit checks associated with using this
service, and it is free for all families at the school to use.

For further information please refer to the Edstart Parent Fact Sheet.

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

https://edstart.com.au/sdcamberwelleast
https://edstart.com.au/sdcamberwelleast
http://www.edstart.com.au/


ResourceSmart Schools program
St. Dominic’s Primary School has joined the Victorian Government’s
ResourceSmart Schools program.
ResourceSmart Schools is an award-winning program, led by Sustainability
Victoria on behalf of the Victorian Government, that assists schools to
embed sustainability in everything they do.
The ResourceSmart Schools program provides practical support to schools
to reduce resources and costs by integrating sustainability into the
curriculum and sharing learnings beyond the school gate.
The program provides students the opportunity to learn about
sustainability in a real-world setting – our beautiful school grounds and
community.

It also complements our current St. Dominic’s initiatives such as sustainability, composting, indigenous
planting, solar energy, water tanks, etc. ResourceSmart Schools (RSS) offers a dedicated facilitator who can
support our school to participate in the program by offering staff professional development, expert curriculum
advice to apply the program themes, sustainability resources and regular communication updates.
The RSS Program includes the Core Module, followed by Energy, Waste, Water and Biodiversity resource
modules. Each of the Modules has actions to guide the school in the areas of school operations, teaching and
learning and community connections. Certificates are provided for each successfully completed module. We
have access to ResourceSmart Schools Online to capture all that we do on our sustainability journey. The
platform provides the framework for our actions. Achieving 5 Star Certification is the pinnacle of
ResourceSmart Schools and is awarded to schools that have fully embedded sustainability in everything they
do, with ongoing, proven results. Our goal is to become such a school.
As always, we will provide our community with regular updates on our sustainability work through our school
newsletter/website.

We will be looking to form a St. Dom’s RSS Team (including some staff, parents and students) in Term 3.
If you would like more information about the program or you are interested in assisting with this work, please

contact our school office.

Parent Webinar Series
From Inform & Empower, Carley McGauran is a
dynamic & engaging presenter who has built
her reputation over almost 20 years working in
the private and public sector. She is a practising
psychologist who draws upon her experience
working with children, young people and adults
to ensure her presentations are relatable but
also evidence-based.

Save the dates!

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



Register now for June 1!
www.bit.ly/1june2023

https://www.informandempower.com.au/

Inform & Empower: Digital Safety and Wellbeing
Last week, the Prep and 3/4 students participated in their second online incursion with Inform & Empower.

The focus for this session was:
Prep - Getting started on the Internet, Balancing screen time, Trusted adults
Year 3/4 - Balancing screen time, Healthy digital habits, How different tech makes us
feel

Hear what some of the students have to say!

Prep
The Internet is like a theme park because:

- The Internet and theme parks can be fun
- Sometimes we need an adult
- Sometimes things can pop up and make us feel worried, scared or confused

We chose 5 trusted adults in our lives. Ask us to show you the ‘trusted adult’ sign!

We can play outside when we have green time. We need to balance our screen time and green time.

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

http://www.bit.ly/1june2023
https://www.informandempower.com.au/


Year 3/4
I thought it was great because we got to do a cool activity about ‘Green Time’ - Lucy

We learnt about many green time activities which you can do not only outside but inside as
well - Mimmy

You don’t have to always be on a screen - you have more time to play with your friends - Leo

I thought it was interesting because we learnt how to have a healthy balance with screen time
and green time - Emily

Make sure you check your child’s Seesaw for more parent information about these sessions!

eSmart & Digital Technologies User Agreement
Monday 22 - Sunday 28 May 2023

Featuring the theme ‘Be Your Best Self Online’, this year’s event invites children
and young people to explore what it means to be a positive digital citizen.

This year’s topics include:
- What you can do and say to be positive online
- How algorithms, echo chambers, customised messaging impact our view

of the world
- How to use technology purposefully
- How to use your agency to influence change in the online environment

Parents / Carers can get involved too!
Register now for ‘Parenting in a Digital World’ online webinar: Monday 22 May, 7.30 - 8.15pm
‘Parenting in a Digital World’ provides insight into the online worlds of young people including the latest trends,
risks and research, and includes a strong focus on social media. It also offers advice parents can use to help

manage a child’s life online.
Book via this link:

https://www.alannahandmadeline.org.au/what-we-do/prevention-programs/esmart/national-esmart-week

Digital Technologies User Agreement
A reminder to all families of a crucial part of the Digital Technologies User Agreement, we are all (students,

teachers and parents/carers) committed to staying informed and up to date with the latest strategies for helping
our kids to be safe online.

To ensure that your child has full access to Digital Technologies at St Dominic’s, please register and complete
one of the following webinars facilitated by the eSafety Commissioner

(if you have not already attended one of the parent information sessions held at St Dominic’s).

eSafety Commissioner Parent Webinars
https://www.esafety.gov.au/

**Parents, please forward your certificate/evidence of completion to the school office**

eSafety 101: how eSafety can help you
Suitable for parents and carers of young people in primary and secondary school

- 24 May, 7.30 - 8.00pm
Getting started with social media: TikTok, YouTube, Instagram
Suitable for parents and carers of young people in primary school

- 22 May, 12.30 - 1.00pm
- 8 June, 12.30 - 1.00pm

Setting your child up for success
Suitable for parents and carers of young people in primary school

- 31 May, 7.30 - 8.00pm

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”
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https://www.esafety.gov.au/


CAMP AUSTRALIA

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



COMMUNITY NEWS
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