Newsletter No. 12

Thursday 4th August, 2022

St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School is committed to the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young
people as a central and fundamental responsibility of Catholic education.
St Dominic’s Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country.

St. Dominic’s Reflection
As we celebrate the Feast of St. Dominic de Guzman (1170-1221), may St.
Dominic’s orange tree inspire us to ensure that the branches of our Dominican
family remain rich with cultural diversity, strong in shared vision and
determined to

“dare to see what is before our eyes”.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
August:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

Thursday 4th August: Kaboom Incursion (P-6)
Friday 5th August- Feast of St Dominic's Day (P-6 event)
Monday 8th August- Feast of St. Mary MacKillop

Wednesday 10th August: School Closure Day
Staff Professional Learning

Monday 15th August- Feast of the Assumption of Mary
Tuesday 16th August- ‘Discovery Day at St. Dominic’s’
Monday 22nd August- ‘Gallery for a Day’ Book Week Incursion
Wednesday 24th August- Book Week Parade- 9am
Thursday 25th August- Confirmation Retreat Day (Year 6)
Friday 26th August- Book Week Author visit- Gus Gordon

Tuesday 30th August- ‘Mini Festa Italiana’- all P-6 students
Wednesday 31st August- Sacrament of Confirmation, 7pm

Upcoming dates for your calendar:
●

Monday 5th September- Thursday 15th September:
Weeks 9-10 (9 days)- Years 3-6 Swimming Program (information
shared soon)

Farewell….

😀

*as per communication sent to families on Wednesday 3rd August*
Miss Amanda Disilvestro’s final day at St. Dominic's will be this Friday 5th August, as she is moving on to a position at
RMIT, where she will be teaching an Art & Design Pathways course. We wish Amanda every success as she pursues her
passion and talent in art and design and we thank her for her contributions to St. Dominic's Primary School this year.
We are pleased to announce that Sarah Perronnet will teach Year 3/4Di for the remainder of 2022, commencing next
Monday 8th August. Sarah knows these children well already, which will ensure a smooth and settled transition for all.
I know our school community will join me in congratulating Amanda on this appointment and we wish her well in the
coming months and years of her career.

Celebrating our Community
Parents & Carers,
This week, we celebrate the Feast of St. Dominic, in whose name, tradition and the Dominican Charism we are
part of at St. Dominic’s Primary School. Our school motto, ‘Veritas’, connects us to the 800 year Dominican
tradition and to Dominican communities across Australia and the world. In the tradition of our Dominican
Charism and in the context of our ever changing world, we work together to empower our school students in
Faith & Prayer, in their Learning, as active citizens in the Community and as people of Service to others,
making a difference in the world.

We celebrate so much that is unique and we are blessed within this community: our faith, our friends, our
learning, our opportunities, our generosity in making a difference to others, our service to those within and
beyond our community, and the connections built with the St. Dominic’s School and parish community.
Our students and staff will celebrate this together tomorrow, during our St. Dominic’s day activities. Parents and
Carers are invited to be part of our Assembly at 3pm also (see details below).
This morning I had the privilege of attending the St. Dominic’s Day Mass with
Siena College. It was a vibrant, uplifting celebration which was an honour to be
part of and represent our school. Our strong connection with Siena College is a
tribute to those before me, who have strengthened this tie over so many years.
The art work shared here was created by a Year 12 Arts and design student at
Siena College, and shared with her permission. Gabriella’s artistic intention
states: “St. Dominic was a man of action, moving through the community with
the bright, vibrant flames of the spirit behind him. As the symbol of the dog
with a torch of flame has come to represent the spreading of truth. St. Dominic
aspired to make his world a better place. In this way, by truth and action, we
are guided by the legacy of St. Dominic to create positive change in our
contemporary world.”
I am grateful for the commitment and teamwork which has enabled our recent
Student Led Conferences to be such a great learning experience for parents,
teachers and most importantly, for each of our students. Thank you all for
supporting our Staff as we work together in partnership to support each of the
students in our care.
There continues to be so much happening at St. Dom’s and we are grateful that we can offer so many great
learning and growth experiences for our students and families:
● Our NEW website is live and families have been visiting and becoming familiar with this recently. Over the
coming months, you will also notice regular website updates and additional professional photos of our
refurbished learning and play spaces. Newsletters will also be added, as will our Latest News section
which will showcase ongoing features and events. Watch this space!
● It was wonderful to see that so many families have already visited our new Library and our students have
been enjoying this wonderfully well-resourced and engaging learning space.
● P1 Playground is now complete!! Please have a peek through the front fence! Our gorgeous Preps have
proved to be extraordinarily-patient as they await the BIG day when they can finally play (next week!). Our
Bulletin next week will feature photos of this new play space for our students.
● Playground games now provide endless opportunities for our students to learn, exercise, grow and
socialise during play times, as well as with teachers in some curriculum related learning.
We look forward to welcoming prospective St. Dom’s families and showcasing our school on our ‘Discovery Day
at St. Dominic’s’ (OPEN Day) on TUESDAY 16TH AUGUST. If you know any families who would like a school tour
on this day, please refer them to our office to make a booking.
Yours in partnership, peace and good health,
Kind regards,
Mrs Natalie Kenny
Principal
principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

*IMPORTANT- 2023 Enrolments*
Families,
In order for us to begin planning for 2023 staffing, budgeting and class structures, we ask that you advise us
if your child/ren is leaving St. Dominic’s primary School at the end of the 2022 school year.
This does not include current Year 6 students.
NEXT WEEK, all families will receive an Operoo message which we ask you to respond to,
before Friday 19th August.
If you are moving house and/or have accepted enrolment at another school, please advise us.
If you need to discuss this with me, please arrange a time.
Warm regards, Natalie Kenny - Principal

Celebrating St. Dominic’s Day 2022
This Friday 5th August, we will celebrate St. Dominic's Day 2022, with all staff and
students. This week, all students have been engaged in learning about St. Dominic, his
life and commitments, his faith and the Dominican Pillars. In our contemporary world, we
recognise the importance of this Charism, celebrated through our school and parish
experience of Prayer, Learning, Service and Community.
All Prep-Year 6 students will take part in organised activities across the day, which
include; whole school Liturgy (9am), class and level-based art, music and learning
activities, Serving Communities (12-1pm) and finishing the day with Assembly in Veritas
Hall (3pm).
Some class families have been contacted regarding requests for
donations to support our Serving Communities component of the day.
'Serving Communities' is a long-held St. Dom's tradition, where
student initiatives raise funds which are then donated to the
Kopanang Community Trust.
Tomorrow, students are invited to bring some 'pocket money' to school (safely in a zip
lock bag, wallet or small purse). During our ‘Serving Communities’ session, students will be able to purchase
snacks and treats, books or toys, as well as take part in sporting challenges- eg. shoot the hoop, soccer goal
kicking. These initiatives have been organised with students and their teachers, with some support from
parents if requested.
All students are invited to wear black and white clothing to school for the day, which are the traditional
Dominican colours. Lastly, we will complete our celebrations with a whole school Assembly at 3pm.
Parents are welcome to join us in Veritas Hall.

St. Dominic’s Day is a wonderful celebration of our school's Feast Day and we look forward to sharing this very
special day together.

St. Dominic’s Primary School Website
We proudly share our BRAND NEW St. Dominic’s school website with our
families, parish and community!!
http://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/

😀

We look forward to showcasing our wonderful school, community, people,
learning programs, history and most importantly, our students!

Learning and Teaching News
As we approach the halfway point of Term 3, our learning and teaching across the curriculum is in full
swing. In Mathematics, our students are focusing on multiplication, division, fractions and decimals. As I
spend time in rooms talking to students about their learning, it is evident that many of our students are
able to articulate their learning and apply it to a range of challenging tasks. Speaking of challenging
tasks, 28 students across 3-6 participated in not only the 4th APSMO Games and Olympiad, but also the
Australian Mathematics Competition. These students deserve to feel proud of the persistence and
determination shown as they tackled some really tricky mathematics.
With Book Week only weeks away, the teachers are preparing to incorporate the CBCA short-listed
books into engaging and fun activities. We are also excited to host a guest author and travelling
illustrator, and of course, host our own Book Week parade.
With Sustainability our Inquiry Based Learning focus, the creative minds of our students are talking,
thinking and planning how to make better use of everyday items and work towards living more
sustainable lives. Our changing environment prompts us to stop and think about how we live on our
planet. We are called to respond and to adopt new ways of living as Pope Francis highlights in his
encyclical, Laudato Si': On the Care for our Common Home. The earth and all life on it are part of God’s
creation. We are called to respect this gift. We are responsible for taking care of the world we live in and
for sharing all the wonders and resources the earth gives us.
Helen Anania
Deputy Principal / Learning & Teaching Leader

Performing Arts
Australian Songwriting Competition
The Australian Children’s Music Foundation (ACMF) is holding a national songwriting competition, which
your child can enter! Please note, this is not a singing comp, it’s a songwriting comp! All the details are
on the website. Students write a song, record it and then submit it. They are judged against others in
their age group and there are even cash prizes! Most importantly the children need to write the song
with no adult help! Of course you may help them with recording and submitting, but that's it! Below is the
link to the website with all the details.
If you have any queries please contact Trish O’Gorman.
Happy songwriting!
ttps://acmf.com.au/national-songwriting-competition/
=

Community Service Announcement from Greg, our crossing supervisor!
Parents and Carers,
Please be advised that recently the City of Boroondara Traffic Officers have been
present and monitoring in Highfield Rd, just near our school.
Please continue to be mindful of adhering to local parking restrictions.
Thank you

Featuring our Student
Stars of the Week
Each of our fortnightly School Newsletters feature a class, a year level or a Specialist area.
Teachers work with their students to feature and showcase some of their learning
and achievements, through stories, student work and photos.

Prep 100 Days

Prep Ceres Excursion 2022

Visual Arts

Division Soccer
On Tuesday 2 August, the 5/6 Soccer Team participated in the Soccer Division Tournament.
We all tried our best to perform well and we all did an amazing job!
We played four games and we won three of them. The teams we played were Bialik, Kew East,
Sacred Heart and St Roch’s. Sadly, we missed out on regionals by one goal.
We beat Kew East 3-1, St Roch's 2-1, lost 2-1 to Sacred Heart, and beat Bialik 6-2.

Joey, Nick and Penny

Principals for a Day!
Principal Kit

“Hey there!
Principal Kit is here to tell you about me and my sister’s really fun day!
We were principals for the day and it was really fun. We got to go to
Dish n Spoon, have morning tea in the staff room and most importantly
boss around the teachers! It was a really fun day! We just wish that it
never ended!”

Principal Peggy:
“At the start of the day we introduced the new ‘co-Principals’ for the day. Then we
started to plan for our assembly. After we planned the assembly it was Recess. We
could pick a friend to bring to the staff room and have morning tea with the Staff. We
had time to play outside with our friends, then at lunchtime, we went across the road to
dish and Spoon and get some food. At assembly, we could read out the awards,
birthdays and prayers. It was fun!”

St. Dominic’s Parish News
Welcome to Fr. Paul Rowse:

We look forward to welcoming our new St. Dominic’s Parish Priest, Fr. Paul Rowse when he
visits us for our St. Dominic’s day Liturgy tomorrow.
As a community we will warmly welcome him into our parish and school life at St. Dom’s.

St. Dominic’s School families are always welcome
Parish ministries:

St. Vincent de Paul:
SVDP Soup Van: Denis Fitzgerald- 0418 13 6372

Dominicare:
Dominicare has been part of St. Dominic’s parish for decades. This outreach
group supports fellow parishioners with tasks such as lifts, shopping, nursing
home visits and even changing light bulbs. If you can assist in any way, leave us
a message on 0481 296547 or call the Parish office at 9912 6870.

Welcoming the Stranger' Asylum Seeker Support Group
Support and advocacy on behalf of asylum seekers
President: Peter Charles- peter.charles689@gmail.com

RCIA:
The Catholic Church offers a place for finding, experiencing and deepening the reality of ‘life to the full’ and growing in
relationship with God.
This is the journey of the RCIA – the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

‘I came that they may have life and have it to the full’ -John 10:10
If you or anyone you know; someone’s partner/spouse, family member or friend, who might be interested in
knowing more about this wonderful journey, please contact St Dominic’s Parish Pastoral Associate, Carlo David on
carlo.david@stdominics.org.au or 03 9912 6870 ext 320

PFA Update

MUSIC LESSONS- Piano
Yenpin KIT
I am currently in my 11th year of teaching Piano at St.Dominic’s.
An accomplished Piano and Vocal teacher with the following qualifications from
London College of Music; namely, GLCM (Graduate of London College of Music),
ALCM (Associate Teacher's Diploma London College of Music), LLCM (Licentiate
Teacher's Diploma London College of Music)
I previously studied under the renowned Neil Immelman from the Royal College of Music, London. In
addition to my school and teaching commitments, I also have experience working with the children’s
choir in church.
I encourage my students to sit for AMEB exams if they are ready for it and I would like to inspire my
students to do their very best.
Please contact if interested: Kit - 0423499966 Email - kityenpin@gmail.com

MUSIC LESSONS- Introducing Guitar & Vocals
Junior Rocker's music school is coming to St. Dominic's in Term 4!

We will be teaching Guitar and Singing lessons during school hours.
Our mission is to help young primary school students begin their musical journey and have fun while
doing it.
At Junior Rockers we believe a great music program offers
an engaging contemporary repertoire that students
recognise and relate to, while also building their technical
musical abilities. Our passionate teachers guide students
through technical exercises that build their ability on the
instrument and instruct them on music theory to create an
understanding of the foundations of music.
For more information or to apply please go to our website
or call on 1300 467 625

www.juniorrockers.com.au

CAMP AUSTRALIA

*COVID REMINDERS*
Thank you to all Staff and Families for the partnership and communication which has supported COVID Safe measures
during 2022. These are in accordance with current health directives and advice from MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese
Catholic Schools).

**A reminder about the wearing of masks in schools**

This communication was sent to all government, Catholic and independent schools:
The Victorian Department of Health strongly recommends that face masks are worn in indoor settings. As a result, we are
asking all students aged 8 and over and all staff in all schools across Victoria to wear masks when in class (except where
removing a mask is necessary for clear communication) from now to the end of winter. Students won’t be required or
expected to wear masks when outdoors, and this expectation won’t stop student participation in the full range of school
activities, including music, sport and performances.
*The exception is if a child or staff member has a valid exemption.
We are asking for your support in explaining to your child or children the importance of this simple step that will help keep
our schools as safe as possible. We also ask that you make sure your child (or children) takes a mask to school (and wears it
if they are travelling on public transport) or collects a mask when they arrive at school.
We all appreciate how important it is for students to be back at school. This action will help make sure as many students
and staff as possible are protected from COVID and other winter illness. Thank for your help with this collective effort to
keep our communities safe and healthy.
Reduction of testing and isolation exemption period
The period of time when someone is considered a recently confirmed case and therefore exempt from testing and isolation
requirements has been reduced from the previous 12 weeks to four weeks.
This means that staff and students who are household contacts of people with COVID-19 are not exempt from the testing and
isolation requirements after four weeks of completing isolation with COVID-19. Previously, this period was 12 weeks.
A student or staff member who is a household contact and wishes to attend school must take five RATs over seven days and
receive negative test results, and wear a face mask (if over eight years old) in indoor spaces. This applies from four weeks
after the end of an isolation period when they were a case.
Families and staff will also have to report being a household contact to their school after this four-week period.
REMINDERS:

●

●
●
●
●
●
●

If there is a confirmed positive COVID case in your household, please advise school either via email:
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au or by calling our school office. Once we are aware of this, we can
supply additional RAT kits for testing required, as well as supply face masks if needed.
Class teachers will send home Learning Grids to all students who test positive and will be in 7 days of isolation
Given the prevalence of Covid in our community at present, we encourage everyone to monitor for symptoms
and test as needed.
Masks are highly recommended in all school settings.
RAT kits will continue to be sent to families regularly and you can request additional boxes by contacting our
office.
All parents/carers are most welcome to bring their child into the classroom (or drop at their classroom
door) between 8.45-9.00am. You are also welcome to collect child/ren from outside their classroom.
Vaccination status is no longer required for any visits to school.

Ongoing Reminders….
Communication:
As you are aware, clear communication is vital and our key channels of communication are Operoo, SkoolBag,
Newsletter, Bulletin & SeeSaw. Please regularly check on all forms of communication, particularly when receiving
notifications for Operoo or SkoolBag information, and each Thursday for our Newsletter or Bulletin.
Morning Drop off times & Supervision:
Staff playground supervision commences at 8.30am each school morning and classroom doors open at 8.45am.
Therefore, until 8.30am each day, we request that no children are dropped off at school, where possible. If work
commitments require earlier drop offs, we recommend you contact OHSC Camp Australia, as this may be an option for
your family. If you need to discuss this, please call our office.

COMMUNITY NEWS

