Newsletter No. 16

Thursday 13th October, 2022

St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School is committed to the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young
people as a central and fundamental responsibility of Catholic education.
St Dominic’s Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country.

Reflection
Lord, Please keep all children safe and protect them from harm.
Cover them in your care and keep them in the safety of your powerful presence.
We pray for you to protect their coming and going, and to remind them that you’re always with them.
Give them alertness, spiritual discernment, and wisdom to make the best choices.
We thank you God, as you walk ahead of them, beside them, and behind them. Amen.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
October:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Friday 14th October- COLOUR RUN (PFA event)
Monday 17th October- ASPIRE Higher Student Leadership Day- Year 5s
Tuesday 18th October- School Advisory Council meeting- 7pm
Thursday 20th October- Year 5/6 Excursion
Friday 21st October- Parent Tennis Morning (PFA event)
Friday 21st October- ‘Planting Bee’- 4-5.30pm
Thursday 27th October- Welcome to St. Dom’s Community for Prep 2023 parents
(7pm- Veritas Hall)

●

Friday 28th October- P-6 School Athletics Carnival

●

Monday 31st October- School Closure- Pupil Free Day

November:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Tuesday 1st November- Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday
Wednesday 2nd November- Prep 2023 Orientation 1 & Parent Morning Tea
Saturday 5th November- Blessing of the Pets- St. Dom’s Church at 5pm
Tuesday 8th November- PFA Meeting- AGM, 7pm
Thursday 10th November- Elephant Ed - Year 5/6
Friday 11th November- Remembrance Day & Grandparents Day (more information
soon)
Tuesday 15th November- CYBERSAFETY session, with Susan McLean (parent &
carer only event) 7pm- see information below
WEEKS 7-8: SWIMMING PROGRAM for Years Prep & 1/2
Monday 21-Tuesday 22nd November- Year 3/4s Sovereign Hill Camp

School Fees:

MACSSIS Survey Thank you!
Parents & Carers,
If you completed our
Parent Survey for 2022
MACSSIS, please come to
our school office for your
Dish & Spoon coffee
voucher.
A ‘Thank You Coffee’ is on
us! Sincere thanks for your
support and constructive
feedback.

A friendly reminder that all school fees are DUE.
Unless you have an installment arrangement already set up, all school fees must be paid by 31st
October. If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please contact our office immediately.
Reminder Fee Statements will be sent out via email to families this week.
Thank you, Natalie Kenny

St. Dom’s: Walking Together. Standing Together. Stronger Together = Growing Together!
Parents & Carers,
October is National Mental Health Month and is an initiative to advocate for and raise awareness of Australian
mental health. It is an important time where the Australian community comes together to raise awareness and
promote better mental health for all. Throughout this month, many events are organised in each state of Australia,
aiming to attract and unite Australians of all ages and backgrounds to raise awareness and promote better mental
health for all.
The National Mental Health Month 2022 Awareness Campaign theme is:
‘Building Resilience: Communities and Connections’.
https://www.mhfa.org.au/cms/national-mental-health-month-2022 (source)
We all have ‘Mental Health’, though many individuals and families are directly impacted by mental illness. We know
the reality is that no family or community is ‘immune’, though we can all do our part by reaching out to others,
particularly those who don’t ask, those who appear ‘fine’ and those who suffer in silence. The 2022 theme,
‘Building Resilience: Communities and Connections’ is both broad and relatable. As the well-known African
proverb states, ‘It takes a village to raise a child’; in our context, it takes St. Dom’s community to ‘Walk Together.
Stand Together. (Be) Strong Together’.
During this month of October, I invite each of you to check in with family members, friends and very importantly,
yourselves. Just as we tend to our ‘physical’ health, our mental health requires tending to, support, care and our
full attention. It is easy to forget that in the busyness of our everyday lives.
Our students are most fortunate to be part of our school community where wellbeing support is readily available
and offered. The Resilience Project (TRP) enables growth and learning in Gratitude, Empathy & Mindfulness, what it
takes to build and sustain resilience and how we support one another and ourselves. This fosters and nurtures
positive mental health.
You may be aware of some of the many organisations which support positive mental health in our local, national
and global community. At a local level, should you or anyone you know need professional support, speak with your
trusted GP to find the right support needed.

On behalf of our Staff, I thank each of you for supporting the smooth transition back to school. Term 4 promises to
be another busy and fun-filled term of learning, growth and community events!
Yours in partnership, peace and good health,
Kind regards,
Mrs Natalie Kenny
Principal
principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

2023 Enrolments
Families,
As we are finalizing student enrolments for 2023, if you are aware of any prospective families wishing to enrol their
children at St. Dominic’s, please refer them to our office. This can be done either by calling (9836 8300) or emailing
(office@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au).
Additional enrolments are welcomed and will assist in our staffing and class organisation for next year. Thank you

St. Dominic’s Parish News
St. Dominic’s School families are always welcome
A CHILD-SAFE PARISH
 hildren and young people are welcome at St Dominic's, where we hold their care, safety and
C
well-being as a central and fundamental responsibility. This commitment is inherent in the saving
mission of Jesus - love, justice and the sanctity of each human person are at the heart of the Gospel.
See our Child Safety webpage for details of our commitment and our safeguarding program.
We are currently seeking feedback from children (guided by parents), young people and parents on
how to make us a safer parish. Click here to complete the survey.

BLESSING OF ANIMALS
Please join us with your pets on Saturday 5 November at 5pm for a
blessing of the animals in honour of St Martin de Porres, special
Dominican patron of pet owners and animal lovers. Felix and Fido
are welcome! Please meet in the carpark near the Parish Office.

ALTAR SERVERS’ MINISTRY
The Parish is appealing for new and returning altar servers to assist the priest in his liturgical duties. Children must have
parental permission and have made their first Holy Communion. Safeguarding protocols and some training will be involved.
Please see Br Howard after Mass or email howard.malcom@op.org.au. Training for all new and returning altar servers:
6-7pm, Thursday 13 October in the Parish Centre.

CyberSafety Solutions

An informative & entertaining session for Parents and carers is delivered with Susan’s famous
‘no-nonsense‘ approach and will cover the positive benefits of technology, as well as what parents need to
be aware of.

TUESDAY 15TH NOVEMBER- 7pm, in Veritas Hall
(bookings essential- more information shared with parents next week)
Example of session content:

What are kids doing online?
You know Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram and Skype, but what about Omegle, Musical.ly, Yubo, Melon
or KiK? These other apps are also used as live streaming sites.
What are the age restrictions and why are they important?
What are they exposed to and why can this be a problem?

If you would like to find out more:
https://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/parents/

Faith & Social Justice News
October is an important month in the Church and our schools. October is
the month of the Rosary and Catholic World Mission Month.
Current scholarship traces the development of the Rosary to the High
Middle Ages period. The month of October each year is dedicated to the
Most Holy Rosary. This is primarily due to the fact that the liturgical feast
of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated annually on October 7. It was
instituted to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude for the protection that she gives the Church in
answer to the praying of the Rosary by the faithful.
Legend tells us that the Rosary as a form of prayer was given to St. Dominic (1170-1221) by Mary, the
Mother of Our Lord, who entrusted it to him as an aid in the conflicts with the Albigensians. The
Dominican pope, St. Pius V, did much to further the spread of the Rosary and it thereafter became one
of the most popular devotions in Christendom.` Reverend Matthew R. Mauriello
Our goal: food security and life-saving nutrition in Ethiopia
In 2022, students and their families across Australia will raise
funds to support families in Ethiopia facing malnutrition and food
insecurity.
Our projects on the ground will help sustain and enrich the lives
of vulnerable children who are in need of our support. Both of
these topics tie in well with our Religious Education lessons for
Term 4, as well as our History IBL focus on `Stories`.

Taking pride in our St. Dom’s uniform….
Just a reminder that all St. Dominic’s students are expected to wear the correct school uniform each
day. This includes appropriate shoes. Recently, several students have been wearing running/athletic
shoes on days they do not have PE classes, Level Sport or Interschool Sport, which is not allowed. If
for some reason, your child needs to wear runners on a day that they should not be, please write a
note or email your child’s teacher that morning. If your child has sporting activities before or after
school (eg. basketball, netball, tennis) and this is not a PE day, they can bring their runners in a bag
and change at the end of the school day. Thank you.
All uniform requirements are available from our uniform provider Primary School
Wear (PSW). The shop is located at :
PSW EAST KEW
12 Strathalbyn Street
East Kew, VIC, 3102
Phone: 03 9819 7809
Our St Dominic's uniforms are obtained at an acceptable cost and of a high quality
which requires minimum maintenance.

Second Hand Uniform- Please refer to our ‘For Families’- Uniform tab on the school website
The second hand uniform shop is a contactless service.
A flat fee of $5 per item. All proceeds will go towards people who are in need in our school community.
DONATIONS
Donations will only be accepted on ONE day nominated at the end of term, and a reminder will be communicated in the
newsletter. NO donations will be accepted outside of this week.
We will only accept good quality donations, so please do not donate any items that are in need of repair, badly faded or
stained. Donations must be clean and freshly laundered.

Featuring our
SUPERStars of the Week
Each of our fortnightly School Newsletters feature a class, a year level or a Specialist area.
Teachers work with their students to feature and showcase some of their learning and achievements,
through stories, student work and photos.

PERFORMING ARTS
On Tuesday this week, we were lucky to have the actor Jim Russell visit our school. Jim worked
with the 5/6 students, preparing for our exciting Theatresports event later in the term. Jim
imparted his vast experiences in the acting industry, focusing on improvisation.
When Jim visited, I learned that there are many
different tricks that I can learn and if you practice then
they will get better. I also learnt to be patient when you
are trying to do a scene and not get mad. Maddy S
I enjoyed every bit of it. I enjoyed getting to act with
Jim and getting to use all the props he brought in for
us. It was a really fun experience. Sophie P
When Jim visited our class, I thought it lit up the room!
There was a positive feeling around. We had lots of
laughs and it was a pleasure to have Jim around. With
all his actions it was a wonderful Performing Arts.
Xavier B
I liked how Jim portrayed his actions enthusiastically
and how it felt there was actually an animal in the
room. He was really funny and he was a great actor.
Kit S
On Tuesday the 11th of October, we had Performing Arts. A famous
Australian actor who starred in the Ned Kelly Movie, Jim Russell came in
and did some acting with us. He was extremely funny and all of the
students had so much fun and we even did some acting with him. He
made up lots of funny characters and told us a lot about improvisation
and his movie career. It was a great pleasure having him and we all had
so much fun. John E

Coming Soon: Preschooler's Storytime with Mrs Kenny!!
Watch this space for twice weekly storytime details!
St. Dom’s Toddlers and Kinder kids (with a parent!!)
welcome!
Fun, storytelling and great connections coming this
way soon!!

Garden Club
Garden Club resumed this week with the important task of removing the weeds that have grown back
during the school holidays. We had an excellent turn out of students across all grade levels and they did
a wonderful job of removing weeds at their roots to prevent them from growing back.
Our vegetable and sensory garden is also thriving with all the rain and the steamy conditions. Many
crunchy snow peas have been spontaneously picked and chomped already! We just can't wait for our
cherry tomatoes to grow and ripen too!

=

*Save the date (Take 2!): St. Dom’s ‘Planting Bee’!
Parents & Carers,
We invite families to attend our next Working Bee.
This Working Bee will largely focus on planting in the driveway garden beds, P1
garden beds & some of our garden walls near the productive garden area.
If you are able to come along to our

‘Planting Bee’ on Friday 21st

October (4-5.30pm), please notify office staff by Wednesday 19th October.
Thank you!

A message about our Crossing Supervisor, Greg!
Parents and Carers,
Greg is on leave for the first few weeks of Term 4. He is recovering and certainly looking forward to
returning soon. While Greg is away, TOM is our Crossing Supervisor who will look after you and your
families as you cross Highfield Rd.
Tom is a past parent of St. Dominic’s, so please stop and say Hi if you remember him or
‘Welcome Back’ if you don’t!
Take care!

😀

St. Dominic’s Primary School Website
http://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/

😀

Families,
Please visit and explore our website!
● All Newsletters & Bulletins are linked and accessible via ‘Quick Links’ or the
‘Community’ tab. Newsletters and Bulletins will be uploaded each week
● Google School Calendar is ready for our families to access
● When you hover over the main tabs, you can access information with drop down menus
● ‘Quick Links’ opens with icons to easily navigate where you need to go
● ‘For Families’ tab has been added for parents who need to quickly access information or services- ie.
Uniform Shop, Out of Hours School Care, Music Lessons. Our website will be progressively added to in
future. The vision is that it will be your ‘one stop shop’ and will also include Operoo, Skoolbag, Links to
School Reports, etc.

*COVID UPDATES*
Updated Information:
The Victorian Government has announced the end of the pandemic declaration and associated pandemic
orders. New settings apply from 11.59 pm on Wednesday 12 October 2022.
Changes to COVID-19 isolation requirements
It is strongly recommended that students:
● who test positive for COVID-19 should stay home and isolate for five days
● should not attend school after five days if still symptomatic
● who are symptomatic but have not tested positive should not attend school.
Where students become symptomatic at school, they should:
● be collected by their parents/carers
● undergo testing for COVID-19.
COVID-19 reporting requirements
The Department of Health recommends that a person who tests positive for COVID-19 should inform those
with whom they have recently been in contact, including their workplace, school and household.
Face masks
● Staff and students who wish to wear a face mask will be supported to do so, and schools should
continue to make face masks available for staff, students and visitors.
● The Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who is a close contact
of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 when leaving home.
● Additionally, the department recommends that masks should be worn by a person who has COVID-19
for 10 days after a positive test when they need to leave home.
●
●
●
●
●

REMINDERS:
If there is a confirmed positive COVID case in your household, please advise school either via email:
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au or by calling our school office.
Once we are aware, we can supply additional RAT kits for testing required, as well as face masks.
Class teachers will send home Learning Grids to all students who test positive and remain at home.
RAT kits: all families can request additional boxes by contacting our office.
Vaccination status is no longer required for any visits to school.

MUSIC LESSONS

Piano

Guitar & Vocals
(lessons commencing in Week 3)
At Junior Rockers we believe a great music program offers an
engaging contemporary repertoire that students relate to,
while building their technical musical abilities.
Our passionate teachers guide students through technical
exercises that build their ability on the instrument and instruct
them on music theory to create an understanding of the
foundations of music.

www.juniorrockers.com.au or call us on
1300 467 625

Our Piano teacher, Kit is currently in her
11th year of teaching Piano at St.
Dominic’s.
Kit encourages her students to sit for
AMEB exams if they are ready for it and
inspires all students to do their very best.
She is an accomplished Piano and Vocal
teacher with the following qualifications from London
College of Music; namely, GLCM (Graduate of London
College of Music), ALCM (Associate Teacher's Diploma
London College of Music), LLCM (Licentiate Teacher's
Diploma London College of Music)
Please contact if interested:
Kit - 0423499966 or, Email - kityenpin@gmail.com

PFA UPDATE - Colour Run

OSHC UPDATE

Ongoing Reminders….
Morning Drop off times & Supervision:
Staff playground supervision commences at 8.30am each school morning and classroom doors open at 8.45am. Therefore,
until 8.30am each day, we request that no children are dropped off at school, where possible. If work commitments require
earlier drop offs, we recommend you contact OHSC Camp Australia, as this may be an option for your family. If you need to
discuss this, please call our office.
Afternoon Pickup times & Supervision:
Staff supervision after school is from 3.30-3.45pm. This is at the front of the school and all students waiting to be picked up
must remain there, supervised by a Staff member until picked up by a family member. Students cannot linger in the
playground area after school as this area is not supervised. Any student still at school by 3.45pm will then wait in the office
area and a parent will be contacted. We do remind parents that should you be running late, please contact the office to
advise and avoid unnecessary worry for your child. If work commitments require later pickups, we recommend contacting
OHSC Camp Australia, as this may be an option for your family. If you need to discuss, please call our office.
Communication:
Clear communication is vital and our key channels of communication are Operoo, SkoolBag, Newsletter, Bulletin & SeeSaw.
Please regularly check on all forms of communication, particularly when receiving notifications for Operoo or SkoolBag
information, and each Thursday for our Newsletter or Bulletin.

COMMUNITY NEWS

