
Newsletter No. 2 Thursday 23rd February, 2023
St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School is committed to the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young

people as a central and fundamental responsibility of Catholic education.

St Dominic’s Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country.

The Season of Lent begins
Lent is a time to reflect on and deepen our relationship with Jesus and with one
another.  It is a time of renewal and a time to realize that the choices we make
in our lives help us to grow and change.

Yesterday, Ash Wednesday, we gathered together as the community of St
Dominic`s to begin a new journey together

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of this season of Lent, a special time in
our Church and school community where we think about the mystery of Jesus’
life and death, and how we can grow to be more loving by following Jesus’ way.

Spanning across the six weeks of Lent, Project Compassion brings
thousands of schools, parishes and supporters together to raise funds
for the most marginalised communities around the world.

Project Compassion resources can help inspire our school, parish and
community to create lasting change for all future generations. With our
generosity and support, all of us at St Dominic`s can help Project Compassion
make a difference in our world.

Give value and meaning to life, by encouraging students to aspire not to have more, but to BE more.
Give prominence to the Gospel and person of Jesus Christ, as well as Catholic Social Teaching principles, which are
our guiding values.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY Highfield Rd tra�c
FEBRUARY:

● Sacrament of Reconciliation Commitment Masses- Sat. 25th February, 6pm,
Sun. 26th February 8.00am, 9.30am OR 11.00am

● Week 5- Preps commence full-time school
MARCH:

● Discovery Day School Tours- Wednesday 1st March
● Footsteps Harmony Program- Thursday 2nd March
● School Closure Day- Staff Professional Learning: Friday 3rd March
● Discovery Day School Tours- Tuesday 7th March
● Footsteps Harmony Program- Thursday 9th March
● School Closure Day- Labour day Public Holiday- Monday 13th March
● PFA meeting- Tuesday 14th March- 7pm

We ask all families to access the

St. Dominic’s School Google Calendar,

via our school website

Please be
mindful of the
40km speed limit
within the
vicinity of our
school.
We also ask all parents &
grandparents to be aware of
limited street parking and not
to park across our
neighbour’s driveways.

Thank you for your
cooperation.

https://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/community


‘Letting every Light Shine’
Parents & Carers,

As we near the end of Week 4, we acknowledge the exceptional efforts of our students and staff, who
have begun 2023 with positive connections and every opportunity to learn. Our Specialist programs
provide all students the chance to ‘shine’, as do interschool sports, sporting clinics, learning support &
intervention, choir, STEM program, swimming, school tours, classroom learning programs, Footsteps,
student assessments and student leadership.
I thank you all, as our partners in the education, care and wellbeing of each and every one of our
students. Our teachers, admin, support staff and leadership teams are here to support you and your
family and to support all St. Dom’s students and families. Together, we will ‘Let Our Light Shine’ & ‘Be the
Light’; in all we do, say, contribute to, support, give and celebrate in 2023.

Yours in partnership, peace and good health,

Warm regards,

Mrs Natalie Kenny
Principal
principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

School Advisory Council (SAC)
Parents & Carers,

If you are a member of our school community who would like to further commit to making St. Dominic’s Primary School
the best possible place for our children and families to grow, learn and work together, you are invited to join the SAC.

St. Dominic's SAC meets twice each term (Tuesdays in Weeks 3 and 8 each Term, 7-8.30pm).
Those interested in becoming a member of the St Dominic’s School Advisory Council is invited to contact

nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au or office@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au to express your interest, or if
you have any questions. Please contact us no later than tomorrow, Friday 24th February.

Community Connections
SAC- Expressions of Interest were advertised to families last week, as well as via Skoolbag yesterday. Please consider if you are
willing to be a part of our parent advisory and consultative body this year.
PFA- Our PFA have planned the 2023 Calendar of Events for 2023, in what promises to be another wonderful year for
community building and fundraising. If you would like to join the PFA, email our o�ce: o�ce@sdcamberwelleast.catholic..edu.au
Zooper Doopers- will be available for children to purchase on the following Fridays this term:
24th Feb, 10th March, 17th March, 24th March, 31st March
(A reminder to all students only 1 Zooper Dooper per student)

PARISH & RE NEWS
Sacrament of Reconciliation Commitment Masses

Saturday 25th February @ 6.00pm OR
Sunday 26th February @ 8.00am, 9.30am OR 11.00am

We are a SunSmart school-
Hats On!

Remember…. no hat, no play!

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

mailto:principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
mailto:nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au


😀 Year 6s & Sta� Buddies 😀

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



Discovery Days
ST DOMINIC’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

DISCOVERY TOURS

● Wednesday 1st March
● Tuesday 7th March
● Friday 17th March
● Thursday 23rd March
● Monday 3rd April
● Wednesday 3rd May
● Tuesday 16th May

Scan to book a tour

Introducing ‘St. Dominic’s Sunflower Kids’!
Our very own Playgroup!

Families,
We are very excited to announce that we are now
officially a registered Playgroup! We can now be
found on the Playgroup Victoria website. We have
been working towards this for a few months now
and look forward to welcoming local preschoolers,
0-4 year olds, each Thursday morning, 9-10.30am.
Initially, we anticipate St. Dom’s school families taking
part, then other families with preschoolers from our
local area.
Playgroup sessions will be filled with engaging,
age-appropriate and interactive activities and based in
our ‘soon-to-be’ Community Hub (more details coming soon!). Catherine Archibald and
Jenny Levitan are ‘Team Playgroup’ and they are very excited to be offering this
community-building opportunity at St. Dom’s. Parents and Grandparents will be
warmly welcomed, and all attending will need to register beforehand, again with
further details coming soon.
We anticipate commencing ‘St. Dominic’s Sunflower Kids Playgroup’ in Week 8,
which is also Playgroup Week.
More details coming soon!

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



2023 St. Dom’s Theme: ‘Let Your Light Shine’
Each fortnight, we share some of the insights of our students, whose wisdom

and interpretation are always enlightening!

This week we feature our Year 1/2 students…..
● Being respectful, kind and thoughtful
● Standing up for people
● Being a caring friend
● Helping people if they are hurt or need a friend
● Make new friends
● Being kind to my friends
● Helping somebody
● Never giving up
● Working really hard
● Being respectful, kind and cheerful

Our S�. Dom����’s �o�m����y �i�l �� ��le���t��� al� �h� ���s �e ��d��i���l�� an� ��l���ti���y ‘Let ��� Li�h�� Shi��’!!

Performing Arts 2023
Families,

As you are aware, we are providing an alternative learning
model for Performing Arts this year. Today, we commenced
our Term 1 ‘Footsteps Harmony Program’, which immerses
our children in a celebration of multicultural dance. We
look forward to showcasing our learning in the coming
weeks. The ‘Footsteps Harmony Program’ is a 5 week
program for all P-6 students, finishing in a mini-showcase.
Parents will be invited to attend this and we will give details next week.

Footsteps will also work with our staff and students during Term 3, as we prepare for our concert
extravaganza! This will be a 10 week program, culminating in our school concert on Monday 11th
September. We are fortunate to partner with Salesian College, whose hall venue will be where our
concert will take place this year. Further information about the program, as well as support with
costumes, props etc, will be shared at a later date.

In Term 2, our students (and staff!) will be treated to African Drumming lessons,
which will be a wonderful experience for all. Again, our students will have the
opportunity to showcase their moves with a performance, which we will advertise
in Term 2.

Later, in Term 4, all students will ‘join the
circus’… not literally, but we know that all St.
Dom’s students and staff will be
highly-engaged in the Circus Crew program.
Also, this program finishes with a celebration
of learning which all families will be invited to
attend.

We look forward to our Performing Arts year with a di�erence, complete with something
for everyone and an abundance of great learning, movement, music and fun!

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



Learning & Teaching News
There is so much great learning already taking place at St Dominic’s. Our students are perfecting their
ability to create recounts, narratives and persuasive texts (always a great opportunity for students to
demonstrate their debating skills), deepening their comprehension of written texts and further
developing their place value and problem solving ability in mathematics.

With ‘Connections and Community’ the key concept of our Inquiry Based Learning for Term 1, students
will begin investigating how they can make a positive impact within the local community.

The students in Years 3 and 5 have begun preparing for Naplan testing. This year, Naplan testing will
take place from Wednesday 15 - Monday 20 March, with Tuesday 21 - Friday 24 available for catch up
testing. This preparation consists of ensuring students are able to create narrative and persuasive texts
(we will know which genre on testing day), and developing test wiseness. This includes practicing
reading questions, determining what the question is asking, how to prove or disprove multiple choice
answers and particularly for our Year 3 students, learning how to manage their time and keyboard skills
to answer a range of questions that require manipulation of the keyboard. Further information will be
sent to parents as to how best to support children during Naplan testing.

REMINDER- Smartphones/watches at school
Parents & Carers,
An important reminder:
As per our 2023 Digital Technologies User Agreement, students must
adhere to the following, in order to safeguard potential issues with
internet & camera-accessible devices at school (ie. smartphones,
smart watches). All devices brought to school are housed in a secure
box each day and stored safely in our school office.
Ie. Mobile Phones and Smart Watches

I will turn my mobile phone o� during school hours
I will sign in my mobile phone each morning as I arrive at
school and sign it out at the end of the day
I will turn my smart watch on ‘School Mode’ (or similar) during school hours
I will accept all responsibility for any damages incurred to my mobile phone and smart
watch during school hours

We thank you for working with us to support our students who bring these devices to school.
If you have any queries, please contact our office.

Natalie Kenny - Principal

ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY
Fro� ���t�� �hi��s B�� �h���s ��ow!

We invite families with expertise and/or interest in gardening OR with some time to
assist us in the future, please email tgorman@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

EX����N� p�a�s ���a� f�� �u� En����n�e�t & Sus����ab����y i����at����,
o�r G���en C��� �n� o�� S�s�a���bi���y S���en� T���.

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

mailto:tgorman@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au


DigiTech

Safer Internet Day
As part of Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 7 February, students were invited to participate in a poster competition
to promote the message ‘Connect. Reflect. Protect.’
Here are our winners!

Maya 1/2K Amelia & Zoe 3/4T Aimee 5/6R

Digital Technologies User Agreement
A reminder to all families of a crucial part of the Digital Technologies User Agreement, we are all (students,
teachers and parents/carers) committed to staying informed and up to date with the latest strategies for helping
our kids to be safe online.
To ensure that your child has full access to Digital Technologies at St Dominic’s, please register and
complete one of the following webinars facilitated by the eSafety Commissioner (if you have not already
attended one of the parent information sessions held at St Dominic’s).

eSafety Commissioner Webinars - https://www.esafety.gov.au/
Please forward your certificate/evidence of completion to the school office.

Term 1 Topics:
eSafety 101: How eSafety Can Help You

- Tuesday 21 March 7.30 - 8.00pm
Setting Your Child Up For Success Online

- Tuesday 28 February 12.30 - 1.00pm
- Tuesday 14 March 12.30 - 1.00pm

Getting The Most Out Of Gaming
- Tuesday 14 March 7.30 - 8.15pm

Navigating Online Friendships
- Wednesday 29 March 7.30 - 8.00pm

Sarah Rak
Digital Technologies Leader

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

https://www.esafety.gov.au/


Featuring our SUPER-Stars of the Week
GIDSSA Swimming Carnival

Congratulations to our St. Dom’s Swimming Team, who represented our school this week!
We are so proud of their competitive spirit and positive sporting behaviour…

ITALIAN
Ciao a tutti!  This week we celebrated Shrove Tuesday with an Italian flavour.  We created their own Maschere di Carnevale, a

time honoured and much loved Italian tradition.  Arrivederci!

PFA NEWS

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



SCHOOL PHOTOS

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



Parish News
Len� �� � s�e���l �i�� �f ��e Ch���t�a� ���r ��en �� �� a l���l� �o��
fo� G�� �n� e��h ���er.  The ���r� i� ���ut ��y��� t� ��ow �� �
pe���n ��� us�� �h� �o�� t���g� o� l��� �ut ���’t �e��n���t o� �h��.
Whe� �� g���, we ���� an ����ri���� of ��� l��e, t�e ��f� o� E��t��:
t�e ��f� o� J���s �i��n ���m ��e d���.
We c�� �r�� a ��t��� mo�� ��ri�� L�n�:
★ le�’s a�� G�d ��� w�a� s���o�� �l�e ���d�,
★ le�’s ��an� ��m ��� so���h��� go�� �h��� ha� ��p���ed,
★ an� ��t’s �a� s���y ��� o�r ���s.

Fat��� �n �e���n, t�a�k ��� �or ��� y�u ���� gi��� �s: we ���w ���
go�� �h���s �e ��v� �e���ve� ��� a b���s��� f�o� y��.  Hel� �� �n� o�� f��e�d� �� �se ���m ���l a�� t� ���re ���m
wi�� t���� in ����.  For���� al� ��� si��, fo� �� l��e ��� an� �r����e t� ���ve ��� a�l ��� �iv��.  Th�o��h C��is� ���
Lor�.  Ame�.

Edstart
St Dominic’s Primary School has partnered with specialist
provider, Edstart, to make managing school fee payments
easier.  From this year, all school fee payments will be made
via Edstart. Families using Edstart can spread their 2023
school fees and any outstanding balances into weekly,
fortnightly or monthly payments over 12 months, with the
ability to choose your preferred day for when payments are
made.

There are no credit checks associated with using this service,
and it is free for all families at the school to use.  We ask that all families who have not yet created an
Edstart account to do so before the School Fees are emailed next week to ensure a smooth transition. For
more information and to set up your account please visit https://edstart.com.au/sdcamberwelleast.

2023 School Fee Statements will be emailed mid next week.  Please contact the school o�ce if you don't
receive it. email accounts@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

MUSIC LESSONS
Guitar & Vocals Piano

www.juniorrockers.com.au
or call us on 1300 467 625

Please contact if interested:
Kit - 0423499966 or Email - kityenpin@gmail.com

😀Build confidence
🎸Build technical musical skills
🎤Learn an instrument
🎭Build performance skills

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

https://edstart.com.au/sdcamberwelleast
http://www.edstart.com.au/
mailto:accounts@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
http://www.juniorrockers.com.au/
mailto:kityenpin@gmail.com


St. Dominic’s Primary School uniform….
All St. Dominic’s uniform requirements are available from our uniform provider, Primary School Wear (PSW).

SECOND HAND UNIFORM - Please refer to our ‘For Families’-
Uniform tab on the school website
The second hand uniform shop is a contactless service.
A flat fee of $5 per item.  All proceeds will go towards people who are in need in our school community.

DONATIONS
Donations will only be accepted on ONE day nominated at the end of term, and a reminder will be communicated in the
newsletter.  NO donations will be accepted outside of this week.
We will only accept good quality donations, so please do not donate any items that are in need of repair, badly faded or
stained.  Donations must be clean and freshly laundered.A reminder that all St. Dominic’s students are expected to wear the
correct school uniform each day. This includes appropriate shoes.

A friendly reminder that students are not to wear their running/athletic shoes on days they do not have PE classes, Level
Sport or Interschool Sport. If for some reason, your child needs to wear runners on a day that they should not be, please write

a note or email your child’s teacher that morning. If your child has sporting activities before or after school (eg. basketball,
netball, tennis) and this is not a PE day, they can bring their runners in a bag and change at the end of the school day.

Spread the Word!
Parents & Carers,
Wherever you can, please promote family involvement and engagement, and follow up any
potential enrolments amongst friends, family and neighbours, by directing them to our
website and school office.

We invite our families to support with:
● Enrolment & School Tour flyers- delivered to letterboxes within our school boundaries (Weeks 5-6)
● Real Estate Marketing Boards- any families who live on a main road (eg. Warrigal, Toorak, Riversdale,

Through, Maling Rds) and would be willing to have a real estate board out the front- Weeks 5-6 installation
● A3 laminated posters- any local business with a shop front, willing to display our current posters (from

Week 5 onwards)

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

https://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/forfamilies
https://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/forfamilies


😀St Dominic’s Website😃
I invite you to continue to check in on our school website, read our weekly newsletter/bulletin, and always be
up to date on everything happening at our school and the community.

If you have any questions at any time, our doors and ears are always open….. Please ask.

Yours in partnership,

Natalie Kenny - Principal

CAMP AUSTRALIA

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”

https://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/


Ongoing Reminders….
Morning Drop off times & Supervision:
Staff playground supervision commences at 8.30am each school morning and classroom doors open at 8.45am.
Therefore, until 8.30am each day, we request that no children are dropped off at school, where possible. If work
commitments require earlier drop offs, we recommend you contact OHSC Camp Australia, as this may be an option for
your family. If you need to discuss this, please call our office.

Afternoon Pickup times & Supervision:
Staff supervision after school is from 3.30-3.45pm. This is at the front of the school and all students waiting to be picked
up must remain there, supervised by a Staff member until picked up by a family member. Students cannot linger in the
playground area after school as this area is not supervised. Any student still at school by 3.45pm will then wait in the
office area and a parent will be contacted. We do remind parents that should you be running late, please contact the
office to advise and avoid unnecessary worry for your child.  If work commitments require later pickups, we recommend
contacting OHSC Camp Australia, as this may be an option for your family. If you need to discuss, please call our office.

Communication:
Clear communication is vital and our key channels of communication are Operoo, SkoolBag, Newsletter, Bulletin &
SeeSaw. Please regularly check on all forms of communication, particularly when receiving notifications for Operoo or
SkoolBag information, and each Thursday for our Newsletter or Bulletin.

Safety:
A reminder that students not come into school in the morning carrying hot drinks up the driveway and across the yard.
This presents a safety issue in the event of hot liquid spilling onto themselves or another child. Please DO NOT allow
your children to come into school with a hot drink in their hands for this safety reason.

COMMUNITY NEWS

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”



Come join St. Dom’s Tennis Club
● Open to players of all levels, for social play, night competition, seniors or

juniors
● Very affordable annual membership fees

○ Family $230
○ Adult $120
○ Student $50
○ One-off joining fee waived for St. Dom’s school families

● Mod-grass courts (3) with lights, with
access to BBQ and clubhouse facilities too.

● New members very welcome, especially
from school

● Contact president Peter Davy,
davyp@bevwill.cpom.au or 0417 142 464

“The school story grows richer and stronger with every student enrolled, every sta� member employed and every partnership formed.”


