Newsletter No. 18

Thursday 10th November, 2022

St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School is committed to the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young
people as a central and fundamental responsibility of Catholic education.
St Dominic’s Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country.

Reflection
Remembrance Day (prayer from our Remembrance Day Service)
On Remembrance Day, the 11th day of the 11th month, we pause to remember
those who have fought for our country, and those who sacrificed their lives for our
freedom.
We pray….. that we value the freedoms enjoyed today and commit ourselves to
creating peace in our world.
We recognise….. that peace begins in our own families, classrooms, schools and
communities and begins with us.
We stand side by side…. to make a peaceful world.
God of peace, through your Son Jesus, you show us how to be people of
kindness and forgiveness. Help us to be more understanding towards each other
so that we may build right relationships and live with compassion and
understanding. May we be true peacemakers who want to make a difference in our world.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Calling Green Thumbs!

NOVEMBER:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Thursday 10th November- Year 3/4s Sovereign Hill Camp-Parent Meeting 7-8pm
Friday 11th November- Grandparents/Special Friends Day & Remembrance Day
Monday 14th November- Book Fair (see info below)
Tuesday 15th November- CYBERSAFETY session, with Susan McLean (parent &
carer only event) 7pm- see information below
WEEKS 7-8: SWIMMING PROGRAM for Years Prep & 1/2s
Saturday 19th November- PFA Cocktail Night event
Monday 21st November- Year 3/4s HoopTime State Finals
Tuesday 22nd November- SAC Meeting- 7-8pm
Saturday 26th November- Election Day- PFA fundraiser event/BBQ
Wednesday 30th November- Year 5/6s Theatresports

● Wed. 30th November- Thurs. 1st December- 3/4s Sovereign Hill Camp
DECEMBER:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Thursday 1st December- Student Disco
Friday 2nd December- School Closure: Staff Planning for 2023
Tuesday 6th December- PFA Meeting- 7-8pm
Friday 9th December- Final Whole School Assembly- 2.45pm
Monday 12th December- Semester 2 Reports to parents
Tuesday 13th December- 2023 Orientation sessions
Wednesday 14th December- Year 6 & Staff Buddy End of Year Breakfast
Thursday 15th December- Year 6 Graduation
Friday 16th December- End of Year- finish at 1pm

Parents & Carers,
Our plants are ready to
be planted!
If there are any more
willing green thumbs who
would be able to help
with planting, please
contact the school office.
Thank you!

Celebrating our Community
Parents & Carers,

Tomorrow, we celebrate our St. Dominic’s
Grandparents & Special Friends’ Day. We will gather
together in prayer and celebration in St. Dominic’s
church at 9.15am, then our special visitors will enjoy
Morning Tea in Veritas Hall. They will then be invited
to visit classrooms, then gather once again for our
11am Remembrance Day Service. Such a special
occasion for our most significant people in the lives
of our students.
The following is taken from the Prayer Celebration for tomorrow morning:
On Grandparents & Special Friends' Day, we honor all grandparents and special
friends. We remember how grandparents and special friends bring much joy into
the lives of their families and especially the lives of their grandchildren.
Grandparents bring a real sense of history to a family as they share many family
stories. They can give the rest of the family a sense of belonging.
Our grandparents have a special place in our families, our society and our world.
Grandparents and special older friends are the ones who are responsible for
passing on wisdom, values, and principles, from generation to generation, to help
us lead a better and more fulfilling life. And, for this we thank you. We also
remember the grandparents who cannot be with us; those who could not travel,
those who live far away, those who are sick, and sadly, those who have died and
are now residing with God in heaven. They are all in our thoughts.
Term 4 has been witness to so many celebrations, busy as they are! We acknowledged the incredible work of
all Staff on World Teachers’ Day; We have warmly welcomed our Preps for 2023, as well as their families; We
enjoyed the ‘summery’ weather which was perfect for our Annual House Athletics Carnival this week;
Students of all year levels have participated in sporting clinics, excursions, incursions, all contributing to their
learning and wellbeing; We have been busily planning for Year 3/4s Camp to Sovereign Hill, as well as
preparing for our P-2 Swimming Program. Year 6 End of year events and Graduation are almost upon us too
and we look forward to celebrating their years of schooling and their journey of growth and learning at St.
Dom’s.
Yours in partnership, peace and good health,
Kind regards,
Mrs Natalie Kenny
Principal
principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

2023 Family Buddies
Parents & Carers,
In 2023, we will be introducing a ‘Welcome to St. Dom’s’ wellbeing initiative for
our newest families.
‘Family Buddies’ will be a source of support and contact for new families, as they
settle into school life and our community.
If you would be willing to be a ‘Family Buddy’ and connect with a new 2023
family (either beginning Prep or students commencing in other levels), please
email office@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au Thank you!

CyberSafety Solutions

An informative & entertaining session for Parents and carers is delivered with Susan’s famous
‘no-nonsense‘ approach and will cover the positive benefits of technology, as well as what parents need to
be aware of.

TUESDAY 15TH NOVEMBER- 7pm, in Veritas Hall
(bookings essential)
Example of session content:

What are kids doing online?
You know Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram and Skype, but what about Omegle, Musical.ly, Yubo, Melon or KiK?
These other apps are also used as live streaming sites.
What are the age restrictions and why are they important?
What are they exposed to and why can this be a problem?

If you would like to find out more:
https://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/parents/

Scholastic Book Fair

Preschooler's Storytime!
Families, you and your toddlers/preschoolers are welcome to join us for Library Storytime in our wonderful new school
library. A range of drop off and pick up times are being offered for you to come along and join in the storytime fun!
Come via our school office to sign in, then we will meet in the Library. Please call our office if you have any questions.

Looking forward to Fun, special guest storytelling and great community connections!

Storytime Dates & Times:
MORNING STORYTIME SESSIONS:
Tuesday 15th November- 9-9.30am
Thursday 1st December- 9-9.30am
Wednesday 7th December- 9-9.30am

AFTERNOON STORYTIME SESSIONS:
Thursday 24th November- 3-3.30pm
Monday 28th November- 3-3.30pm

2022 St. Dom’s House Athletics
1st place goes to Caesarini House (Gold) on 538 points
2nd place goes to Siena House (Red) on501 points
4rd place goes to Aquinas House (Blue) on 491 points
4th place goes to de Porres House (Green) on 485 points
On Tuesday, we held our House Athletics’ Day. Students participated in a range of typical running, jumping and
throwing events as well as some traditional fun relays and novelty events. As you can see from the images below,
a great day was had by all.
Thank you to Maria Mitchell, our PE Teacher for her planning and coordination of the day.
Our House Active Australia Leaders did a great job promoting the day, encouraging their teams and assisting
students in the junior levels. Thanks to all of our teachers and staff who assisted to run the day. Most importantly,
our students participated with great enthusiasm, sportsmanship and they seemed to enjoy the day immensely.
Congratulations to Caesarini who are the 2022 House Athletics Champions, as well as Aquinas who won the
House Spirit Award.

We are happy to have introduced our first-ever, St. Dominic’s
inaugural school athletics award- the

‘Guzman Gift’

The Guzman Gift, named after our school saint; St Dominic de
Guzman, is a 400 metre race which will be run as the final event
of our House Athletics Championships and open to all of our
Year 6 students.
This year’s GUZMAN GIFT winner is MICHAELA! As our 2022
winner, Michaela will be invited to present the perpetual award
to the next Guzman Gift winner, and all others in subsequent
years will do the same.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Greg on winning the
School Crossing Supervisor of the Year
Award 2021/2022 for the City of Boroondara.
This award was presented for his
professional demeanour, welcoming, caring
and supportive encouragement to all users
of the school crossing.
Well done Greg!

Ongoing Reminders….
Morning Drop off times & Supervision:
Staff playground supervision commences at 8.30am each school morning and classroom doors open at 8.45am.
Therefore, until 8.30am each day, we request that no children are dropped off at school, where possible. If work
commitments require earlier drop offs, we recommend you contact OHSC Camp Australia, as this may be an option for
your family. If you need to discuss this, please call our office.
Safety:
We ask that students not come into school in the morning carrying hot drinks up the driveway and across the yard. This
presents a safety issue in the event of hot liquid spilling onto themselves or another child. Please DO NOT allow your
children to come into school with a hot drink in their hands for this safety reason.
Afternoon Pickup times & Supervision:
Staff supervision after school is from 3.30-3.45pm. This is at the front of the school and all students waiting to be picked
up must remain there, supervised by a Staff member until picked up by a family member. Students cannot linger in the
playground area after school as this area is not supervised. Any student still at school by 3.45pm will then wait in the
office area and a parent will be contacted. We do remind parents that should you be running late, please contact the
office to advise and avoid unnecessary worry for your child. If work commitments require later pickups, we recommend
contacting OHSC Camp Australia, as this may be an option for your family. If you need to discuss, please call our office.
Communication:
Clear communication is vital and our key channels of communication are Operoo, SkoolBag, Newsletter, Bulletin &
SeeSaw. Please regularly check on all forms of communication, particularly when receiving notifications for Operoo or
SkoolBag information, and each Thursday for our Newsletter or Bulletin.

Performing Arts - Theatresports
'Theatresports, you are forever in our thoughts'
On Wednesday November 30th, the annual St Dominic's Theatresports competition will
happen (after a two year break) in the hall from 12.00-1.30.
The Year 5/6 students have been preparing for this date...where the battle will be on to
see who will be crowned the 2022 Theatresports champions! Students will play improv 'games' where they are given a topic
and must improvise a scene with very little preparation. This is bound to be a highly entertaining afternoon of fun and
frivolity. It is also a St Dominic's Performing Arts tradition, now in its 14th year!
Parents, family and friends are warmly invited to attend and be part of our audience. We would love to see you there!
Trish O'Gorman
Performing Arts Teacher

MUSIC LESSONS
Guitar & Vocals
At Junior Rockers we believe a great music program offers an
engaging contemporary repertoire that students relate to, while
building their technical musical abilities.
Our passionate teachers guide students through technical
exercises that build their ability on the instrument and instruct
them on music theory to create an understanding of the
foundations of music.

www.juniorrockers.com.au
or call us on 1300 467 625






Piano
Our Piano teacher, Kit is currently in her 11th year of
teaching Piano at St. Dominic’s.
Kit is an accomplished Piano and Vocal teacher
who encourages her students to sit for AMEB
exams if they are ready for it and always inspires all
students to do their very best.
Please contact if interested:

Kit - 0423499966 or Email kityenpin@gmail.com

😀
Build confidence
🎸
Build technical musical skills
🎤
an instrument
🎭Learn
Build performance skills
Taking pride in our St. Dom’s uniform….
A reminder that all St. Dominic’s students are expected to wear the correct school
uniform each day. This includes appropriate shoes. Recently, several students have
been wearing running/athletic shoes on days they do not have PE classes, Level
Sport or Interschool Sport, which is not allowed. If for some reason, your child needs
to wear runners on a day that they should not be, please write a note or email your
child’s teacher that morning. If your child has sporting activities before or after school
(eg. basketball, netball, tennis) and this is not a PE day, they can bring their runners in
a bag and change at the end of the school day. Thank you.
All uniform requirements are available from our uniform provider Primary School
Wear (PSW). The shop is located at :

PSW EAST KEW
12 Strathalbyn Street
East Kew, VIC, 3102
Phone: 03 9819 7809
Our St Dominic's uniforms are obtained at an acceptable cost and of a high quality which requires minimum maintenance.
SECOND HAND UNIFORM - Please refer to our ‘For Families’- Uniform tab on the school website
The second hand uniform shop is a contactless service.
A flat fee of $5 per item. All proceeds will go towards people who are in need in our school community.
DONATIONS
Donations will only be accepted on ONE day nominated at the end of term, and a reminder will be communicated in the
newsletter. NO donations will be accepted outside of this week.
We will only accept good quality donations, so please do not donate any items that are in need of repair, badly faded or
stained. Donations must be clean and freshly laundered.

Featuring our
SUPERStars of the Week
Each of our fortnightly School Newsletters feature a class, a year level or a Specialist area.
Teachers work with their students to feature and showcase some of their learning and
achievements, through stories, student work and photos.

Prep Excursion Photos to Como House

PFA UPDATE

*COVID REMINDER*
Updated Information:

Changes to COVID-19 isolation requirements
It is strongly recommended that students:
● who test positive for COVID-19 should stay home and isolate for five days
● should not attend school after five days if still symptomatic
● who are symptomatic but have not tested positive should not attend school.
Where students become symptomatic at school, they should:
● be collected by their parents/carers
● undergo testing for COVID-19.
COVID-19 reporting requirements
The Department of Health recommends that a person who tests positive for COVID-19 should inform those with whom
they have recently been in contact, including their workplace, school and household.
Face masks
● Staff and students who wish to wear a face mask will be supported to do so, and schools should continue to
make face masks available for staff, students and visitors.
● The Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who is a close contact of
someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 when leaving home.
● Additionally, the department recommends that masks should be worn by a person who has COVID-19 for 10 days
after a positive test when they need to leave home.
●
●
●
●
●

REMINDERS:
If there is a confirmed positive COVID case in your household, please advise school either via email:
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au or by calling our school office.
Once we are aware, we can supply additional RAT kits for testing required, as well as face masks.
Class teachers will send home Learning Grids to all students who test positive and remain at home.
RAT kits: all families can request additional boxes by contacting our office.
Vaccination status is no longer required for any visits to school.

If your child shows ANY influenza/cold/Covid-like symptoms AT ALL, please do not
send them to school.

SDNC - FLOOD RELIEF TOURNAMENT
Friday, 4 November, over 17 players braved the challenging conditions to play WDNA
Flood relief twilight tournament. This was held for a great cause, to raise money for
those affected in regional areas of Victoria. It was a huge effort by every player, some
players it was their first ever tournament.
All players were awesome and played like champions!
SDNC are so proud of you all!

OSHC UPDATE

COMMUNITY NEWS

Dear Parents, Students and Guests,
Tickets are now on sale for our Preview (Dress Rehearsals) of The Nutcracker on 20th
December 7pm.
The Arts Centre Melbourne on sale link is:
https://www.artscentremelbourne.com.au/whats-on/2022/dance/the-nutcracker
The Ticketek onsale link is:
https://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=NUTCRACK22
Limited number of tickets are still available for all the
performances. Please book your tickets now before
they sell out.

Kind regards,

The Australian Conservatoire of Ballet
Ballet School | Training Program | Production Company

