Newsletter No. 15

Thursday 15th September, 2022

St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School is committed to the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young
people as a central and fundamental responsibility of Catholic education.
St Dominic’s Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land.
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country.

Reflection
The Sundays and weeks of Ordinary Time are a time of growth.
The liturgical colour of this season expresses this notion of growth, hope and maturation in
faith. Green represents new life in nature, the fresh flourishing of grasses, and trees.
So too, the weeks of Ordinary Time provide the opportunity to be refreshed through the Sunday
readings which present the public ministry of Jesus, and to celebrate Christ's presence in the
ordinary patterns of daily life.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

MACSSIS Family Surveys

September:
●
●
●

Friday 16th September- FOOTY COLOURS DAY!
Friday 16th September- Final Assembly- 12.40pm; END OF TERM 3- 1.00pm
Friday 30th September - School Holiday Movie (PFA event- see below)

October:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Monday 3rd October- START OF TERM 4- Welcome back!
Tuesday 4th October- PFA meeting- 7pm
Friday 7th October- Twilight Planting Bee (4-5.30pm)
(advise office staff if you are able to attend)
Friday 14th October- COLOUR RUN (PFA event)
Tuesday 18th October- School Advisory Council meeting- 7pm
Friday 21st October- Parent Tennis Morning (PFA event)
Thursday 27th October- Welcome to St. Dom’s Community for Prep 2023
parents (7pm- Veritas Hall)
Friday 28th October- P-6 School Athletics Carnival
Monday 31st October- School Closure- Pupil Free Day

TERM 4 Dates to Note:
●
●
●
●

Tuesday 1st November- Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday
Wednesday 2nd November- Prep 2023 Orientation 1 & Parent Morning Tea
Friday 11th November- Remembrance Day & Grandparents Day (more
information soon)
WEEKS 7-8: SWIMMING PROGRAM for Years Prep & 1/2

School Fees:

REMINDER

All participating families have
received a letter which contains
information about the survey, along
with a personalised link and login.
The MACSSIS Survey window is
Monday 29/8- Friday 16/9/2022.

TOMORROW IS THE FINAL
DAY!

😀

We thank you for your feedback

A friendly reminder that all school fees are DUE. If you have outstanding school fees and need to

contact either myself or our Office staff, please call or email. Thank you, Natalie Kenny

Time to recharge & reconnect….
Parents & Carers,
As Term 3 comes to a close, we have much to be thankful for. Whilst this term has brought with it the earlier
challenges of Covid and illness in our community, the season of Spring has been accompanied with new
opportunities, growth & learning, community events and connections and the chance ‘to be’ as one at St. Dom’s.
Term 3 has held so much for us all to be proud of, and certainly a time of ‘Growing Together’:
● Our new website was launched in Week 1;
● ‘Principal for a Day’ was a huge highlight with my fabulous ‘co-Principals’ Kit & Peggy;
● Student-Led Conferences provided opportunity for student voice and sharing of learning;
● ‘100 Days of Prep’- what can be said but, “Hooray, what a day!”
● The new P1 Playground was installed & completed, along with new garden beds and paths (this has been
the highlight for many children!);
● Our first Twilight Working Bee was met with an overwhelming response from families;
● Several excursions have taken place, each supporting the IBL of student learning programs;
● ‘Kaboom’ was loved by all children as a special treat during our St. Dominic’s Day week, along with St.
Dominic’s Day itself, where our students and staff worked together to raise money for Kopanang
Community;
● School tours and finalising of 2023 enrolments have been a vital part of the term as we prepare for the
2023 school year;
● Book Week was celebrated in grand style with Gallery for a Day, Book Parade and Gus Gordon visit;
● Year 6s celebrated Confirmation Retreat day & the Sacrament of Confirmation, and the blessings of the
Holy Spirit;
● ‘Mini Festa Italiana’ was ‘magnifico’ and such an embrace of Italian culture, language, food and music;
● Father’s Day allowed us to celebrate those very special people in our lives;
● GIDSSA Athletics brought local school students together in competition and fun;
● Years 3-6 Swimming Program has been a great success & a welcome learning opportunity for all;
As you can see, this Term has been a busy one.
On behalf of our Staff, I thank each of you for your trust in myself and our team & in all
who walk in partnership with you in the care, wellbeing and learning of each of our St.
Dom’s children. I wish you rest and time to reconnect as a family over the coming weeks.
Yours in partnership, peace and good health,
Kind regards,
Mrs Natalie Kenny
Principal
principal@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au

😀

St. Dominic’s Primary School Website
http://www.sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au/

😀

Families,
Please visit and explore our website updates!
● All Newsletters & Bulletins are linked and accessible via ‘Quick Links’ or the
‘Community’ tab. Newsletters and Bulletins will be uploaded each week.
● Google School Calendar is now ready for our families to access
● When you hover over the main tabs, you can access information with drop down menus
● ‘Quick Links’ now opens with icons to easily navigate where you need to go
● ‘For Families’ tab has been added for parents who need to quickly access information or services- ie.

Uniform Shop, Out of Hours School Care, Music Lessons. This will be added to in future, in the hope
that it becomes your ‘one stop shop’ and will include Operoo, Skoolbag, Links to School Reports etc.

Learning & Teaching Update
What an amazing term of learning we have had at
St Dominic’s. There have been so many
opportunities for students to showcase their
learning and celebrate their successes. The
teachers have been using data regularly to be
informed of next steps in student learning. This
ensures students are learning what they need at
any given time, not what they already know or what they are not quite ready for. Our new Staff Planning Room has
provided teachers with opportunities to collaborate when planning within and across levels as well as examining
data sets in a confidential manner. This week, all Mathematics and Literacy resources were collected and are now
being stored in a central location - this makes accessing resources quick and easy.
We are already planning for Term 4, with class teachers meeting on more than one occasion over the past 2
weeks to plan for engaging learning opportunities for the students. The Inquiry Based Learning concept is Stories,
with History being the Victorian Curriculum focus. 4 of our Year 5 students will be selected to attend ‘TechCon’ - a
conference where students are able to see what different schools are doing in the Digital Technology space.
Members of the school’s Leadership Team will attend a School Improvement Learning Fair to showcase the
school’s journey in attending to our School Improvement Plan priority - Collaborative Practice.
The Year 5/6 teachers and parents have begin planning for Year 6 Graduation ceremony, to be held on Thursday
15 December, the Year 3/4 teachers are planning for the 3/4 Camp to Sovereign Hill and the P-2 teachers are busy
planning a amazing excursion (Details to be given soon). Our school sports will take place on Friday 28 October
and we are looking forward to welcoming Grandparents and special friends to our Remembrance Day service on
November 11. Don’t forget that we will kick off the term with our Colour Run on Friday 14 October. These are just a
few of the wonderful school events planned for Term 4.
Kind regards
Helen Anania
Learning & Teaching Leader

Years 3-6 Swimming Program
Our Years 3-6 Swimming Program has been a great success.
After the past 2 years of lockdowns & interruptions to many sporting
opportunities, we were fortunate to be able to offer swimming as part of
our program for all students. Our new swimming venue, Huntingtower
Sport & Aquatic Centre has also been a great choice. We are happy to
confirm that our Prep-2 Swimming Program will also take place at
Huntingtower Sports and Aquatic Centre in Weeks 7-8, Term 4. Further
details will be sent to Years P-2 families next term.
Special Thanks to our PE/Sports teacher, Maria Mitchell who sourced and
booked this venue, as well as coordinated the program; to Helen who coordinated the timetabling and the many,
many changes to timetables and rosters at school during this time; to our Admin Staff who coordinate behind the
scenes with buses, billing, etc; our teachers and LSOs who have ensured children were prepared and organised
each day, as well as cared for and well-supervised while offsite; finally to our parents and children.
Thank you for being ready each day for this wonderful learning experience.

Featuring our Student
Stars of the Week
Each of our fortnightly School Newsletters feature a class, a year level or a Specialist area.
Teachers work with their students to feature and showcase some of their
learning and achievements, through stories, student work and photos.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
This Term in Visual Arts, the Year 3/4 students have been creating artwork in connection with their
inquiry relating to ‘Sustainability’. The students designed and constructed musical instruments using all
sorts of recycled materials. The instruments are decorative and functional! They look and sound great!!

“GIRLS RELAY”

Awesome foursome from GIDSSA Athletics day

=

Save the date: Term 4 Twilight ‘Planting Bee’!
Parents & Carers,
After the success of our recent Twilight Working Bee, we invite families to
consider supporting our next!
This Working Bee will largely focus on planting in the driveway garden
beds, as well as P1 garden beds.
If you are able to come along to our ‘Planting Bee’ on Friday 7th October
(4-6pm), please notify office staff by Wednesday 5th October.
Thank you!

Playground Fun for our future St. Dom’s Engineers & Builders!

MUSIC LESSONS - Guitar & Vocals commencing Term 4
At Junior Rockers we believe a great music program
offers an engaging contemporary repertoire that
students relate to, while building their technical
musical abilities.
Our passionate teachers guide students through
technical exercises that build their ability on the
instrument and instruct them on music theory to create
an understanding of the foundations of music.

www.juniorrockers.com.au or call us on
1300 467 625

MUSIC LESSONS- Piano
Our Piano teacher, Kit is currently in her 11th year of teaching Piano at St. Dominic’s.
She is an accomplished Piano and Vocal teacher with the following qualifications from
London College of Music; namely, GLCM (Graduate of London College of Music), ALCM
(Associate Teacher's Diploma London College of Music), LLCM (Licentiate Teacher's Diploma
London College of Music)
Kit encourages her students to sit for AMEB exams if they are ready for it and inspires all
students to do their very best.
Please contact if interested: Kit - 0423499966 Email - kityenpin@gmail.com

September is Biodiversity Month
Why is biodiversity important?
September is Biodiversity Month
Biodiversity is essential for the processes that support all life on Earth, including humans.
Without a wide range of animals, plants and microorganisms, we cannot have the healthy
ecosystems that we rely on to provide us with the air we breathe and the food we eat. And
people also value nature.
Some aspects of biodiversity are instinctively widely valued by people but the more we study biodiversity the more we see
that all of it is important – even bugs and bacteria that we can’t see or may not like the look of. There are lots of ways that
humans depend upon biodiversity and it is vital for us to conserve it. Pollinators such as birds, bees and other insects are
estimated to be responsible for a third of the world’s crop production. Without pollinators we would not have apples,
cherries, blueberries, almonds and many other foods we eat. Agriculture is also reliant upon invertebrates – they help to
maintain the health of the soil crops grow in. Soil is teeming with microbes that are vital for liberating nutrients that plants
need to grow, which are then also passed to us when we eat them. Life from the oceans provides the main source of animal
protein for many people.

A message from Greg, our Crossing Supervisor!
Parents and Carers,
I will be on leave for the first few weeks of Term 4 and I look forward to seeing you all
after I return.. While I am away, another crossing Supervisor will look after you and
your families as you cross Highfield Rd.
Take care! From Greg
PS Happy Holidays to all families!

👍

PFA UPDATE - School Holiday Movie, Colour Run & Tennis Day

St. Dominic’s Netball Club: SDNC
The Spring netball season is now in full swing!
Congratulations to the 100+ St Dom’s players who have been out on the
court and best of luck for the season ahead!
Congratulations to our St Dom’s Rocket who made the Grand Final!

NOTE: Reconstruction & Relocation of school crossing
Works scheduled during school holiday period- 17/9-2/10/2022

St. Dominic’s Parish News
As a school community we warmly welcome Fr. Paul Rowse as our

Parish Priest and friend at St. Dom’s.

St. Dominic’s School families are always welcome
POSITIONS AVAILABLE
The Parish is advertising two permanent part-time positions available:

- Parish Secretary: https://melbournecatholic.org/about/job-vacancies/parish-secretary-st-dominics-parish
- Parish Manager: https://melbournecatholic.org/about/job-vacancies/parish-manager-st-dominics
Please pray that these positions will be soon filled to support our
mission at St Dominic's.
Please also consider applying for them or inviting people you
know to apply.

ALTAR SERVERS’ MINISTRY
The Parish is appealing for new and returning altar servers to
assist the priest in his liturgical duties. Children must have
parental permission and have made their first Holy Communion.
Safeguarding protocols and some training will be involved. Please
see Br Howard after Mass or email howard.malcom@op.org.au.
Training for all new and returning altar servers: 6-7pm, Thursday
13 October in the Parish Centre.

*COVID UPDATE*
With the end of winter, face mask guidance has also changed. Face masks are now recommended in indoor settings, or
outside where physical distancing is not possible.
As an additional risk mitigation, it is strongly recommended by the Department of Health that anyone leaving isolation on
day 6 or 7 wears a face mask indoors away from home, and outdoors where they cannot physically distance themselves. For
those leaving isolation on day 6, wear a mask for five days, but particularly the first two days. For those leaving isolation on
day 7, wear a mask for four days, but particularly the first two days.
REMINDERS:
● If there is a confirmed positive COVID case in your household, please advise school either via email:
nkenny@sdcamberwelleast.catholic.edu.au or by calling our school office. Once we are aware of this, we can supply
additional RAT kits for testing required, as well as face masks if needed.
● Class teachers will send home Learning Grids to all students who test positive and will be in 7 days of isolation
● RAT kits: families can request additional boxes by contacting our office.
● Vaccination status is no longer required for any visits to school.

Ongoing Reminders….
Morning Drop off times & Supervision:
Staff playground supervision commences at 8.30am each school morning and classroom doors open at 8.45am.
Therefore, until 8.30am each day, we request that no children are dropped off at school, where possible. If work
commitments require earlier drop offs, we recommend you contact OHSC Camp Australia, as this may be an option for
your family. If you need to discuss this, please call our office.
Communication:
Clear communication is vital and our key channels of communication are Operoo, SkoolBag, Newsletter, Bulletin &
SeeSaw. Please regularly check on all forms of communication, particularly when receiving notifications for Operoo or
SkoolBag information, and each Thursday for our Newsletter or Bulletin.

COMMUNITY NEWS

